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At ATA we learned a lot about aerial photography such as:

When you have a disaster like Task Force Columbia, CAP is equipping their planes with “Slo-Scan Imaging” which is where a scanner would take pictures with a digital camera and will send the pictures back to mission base through various radio equipment. So they can see the damage (Or whatever the mission is).

ATA cadets were the first members in CAP to test a new technology called; “SATCOM” meaning Satellite Communications. With SATCOM a scanner would take pictures with a digital camera, load them into a laptop and using satellites will connect to the Internet and send the pictures to the customer, WMIRS (Web Mission Information Reporting System), and anyone else who need to see the pictures.

We learned about Night Vision and Infrared imaging.

Night Vision Goggles take a little amount of light and lighten up the goggles to where it looks like a very greenish day.

Infrared Imaging reflects heat and will help in missing person search’s because you can see fresh footprints (because of the heat being reflected) and in the in the darkest of nights or in the brightest of days you can see heat reflecting of the body through the Infrared binoculars which you can’t do with the naked eye or regular binoculars.

We learned a lot about Satellite Tool Kit (STK).

Satellite companies such as Boeing, Lockheed-Martin, Nasa Etc. use STK to track, plot Etc. their satellites and even decide where, when and how to launch their satellites.

CAP use’s STK to teach cadets and senior members about satellites, Kleperian Elements (The adjustment of the orbit of an object) and Orbital Mechanics (How an object orbits the Earth).

STK is a multi-thousand dollar program for the computer.

The last full training day we learned how to use MS Access, HTML and JavaScript.

We made Databases, Tables, Reports, Queries, Forms and Macros in Access.

We learned how to make a basic page using HTML and JavaScript.

After we ate dinner every night, we would do something fun and cool like going to the movie theater, hanging at the club house (playing pool, cards, chess, watching TV), pool party, going out to the arcade (laser tag), and eating out at Olive Garden.

We had basic orientations on what CAP is doing right now in the Advanced Technologies field by Col Drew Alexa (CAP National Director of Advanced Technologies Group).

Our project officer was Col Mike McNeely. Our Texas Wing project officer was Maj Brooks Cima.
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