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District Training Day Report

The morning of the 8th May saw the retafmnother Training
Day for the Portsmouth District. On this rainy Sday, learners and
helpers alike turned up at Botley ready to achi¢his; time the focus
was on Cambridge Surprise Minor.

| arrived to find lan Hunt sat with theven learners around a
table, with loads of exciting diagrams and helpfimts and tips
explaining how to tackle the mysteries of Cambridegsily and
affectively. lan did a brilliant job at breaking wo the line into
smaller, more manageable chunks. This must hayedtel lot, as I'm
well aware that learning new lines can be a prd#ynting task if
you're not quite sure how to tackle it!

After having the basics of Cambridge expdd, everyone went |
up the tower and the learners had a go, with helgeoviding
encouragement and support from within the band,bgnstanding behind. | recall seeingohof nervous and uncertain
faces when getting thrown into the deep end, ik that the first half of lan’s talk was begingito pay off, as ‘big,
scary Cambridge’ was beginning to seem much eaBattey was a brilliant choice of tower for thisalming Day, as
the little bells meant that everyone could ringtigrenuch anywhere, as the back bells were very gatale. With
everyone having a good go at the method, gettiagofiportunity to ring several times, lan took ewee back down
stairs for refreshments, before starting the sgd@tf of his talk.

This was when the group learnt about bHoevBobs worked in
Cambridge. Again, | remember seeing the mortifimoklon several
faces at the idea of going back upstairs to ringpuch! But lan
persevered and succeeded in explaining theseilittieacies, and |
think a lot of people realised maybe this wasnitejas difficult as
they first thought! Finally, lan produced the liier Cambridge
Surprise Maximus. A lot of people laughed, as weewenly just
coming to terms with Minor; how were we supposeditaerstand
Cambridge with twice the number of bells!? lan expéd how the
rules that everyone had learnt that morning catildbe applied to
Major, Royal and Maximus. Conveniently, that evenwas the
District Practice at Portsmouth Cathedral, and oimger who
attended the Training Day commented that, thanks lawo’'s
explanations, “I managed to follow the first coupfdeads” of Cambridge Maximus when stood behinatler ringer.

Finally, we all went back up the towemsgto tackle a touch. Many of the learners, whd peeviously been
worried about ringing just a Plain Course, now fbiuhemselves doing a superb job during a Bob Coltgeryone
who attended the Training Day made a remarkableawgment, and | hope they returned to their ownetsweeling
much more confident about their abilities. I'd litethank lan for his talks and explanations, thpédrs for providing
assistance, through steady ringing and reassuthrmeghout the morning, and thank you Botley fourybospitality!

Keep your eyes and ears out for detditeenext District Training Day!

Lizzie Hough - Your Friendly District Publicity Pson
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