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***************************************************************************************


FROM THE AUTHOR


    I read this good fanfic named “The Journal of Scar.” It was good, but it makes it sound like Mufasa’s the bad guy. Mufasa’s my favorite character of all in The Lion King, so this fanfic is my answer to that fanfic written by Scar II. That was only Scar’s side of the story and Mufasa should have a say as well. So, please read this story and tell me that Mufasa isn’t at fault completely, only part of it…Enjoy! 


***************************************************************************************


Entry 0: “My Beginning”


    I opened my eyes. I was born. I blinked and looked around. Many strange creatures were staring at me. They were lionesses. They all awed me and touched me. I weakly swung around my arms and tried to push all the paws away. They just giggled and awed me more. “He’s so tough!” one lioness said. “Just like you, your majesty.” I looked up and saw that I’m in the arms of a brown-furred lioness. She smiled at me gently while a big lion was next to her, looking at me with awe. “He’s so tiny. Was I that tiny?” he wondered. Then, the lioness licked my head with a big tongue. Boy, when I was that small, it was big! But, when I felt it, it felt nice. But, it was so cold! Then, she said, “Ahadi, look at him. Look at you dear Mufasa.” The big lion, Ahadi, looked at me with a proud smile. “Mufasa,” he murmured. I blinked as I looked around in confusion. But, now, I knew that I was Mufasa. My name is Mufasa.





    After a week past, I was being held by this strange baboon. I tried to struggle, but he wouldn’t let go. I wanted him to leave me alone. He already put some sand all over my face and made me sneeze. He almost hit me over the head with that big stick swinging over me. Now, he’s just gonna pick me up and take me away from my mommy. Then, as he held me over his head, many animals were all around, trumpeting and cheering at my presense. I didn’t get it. Why are they shouting at me? They were loud, so I bent my ears down. But, once I grow up, I’ll realize that I received my first taste of royalty. I was destined to become king.





    After it was all over, that weird baboon put me back with my family. He put me in my mommy’s arms, right next to a brown-furred lion baby who was just as curious as me. We looked at each other in confusion. We didn’t know what was going on. My mommy licked me again. Why was she doing that, I thought. But, something happened. She was licking the other baby too. Why? Later, I found out that he’s my little brother. My little brother, Taka.





Entry 11: “A Day in the Land”


    As the sun began to rise over the lands called the Pridelands, nature took its usual course it takes every day. Birds flew by. Butterflies fluttered around the sky. Antelope were grazing. Then, another butterfly flew by and landed on a nearby rock. As it sat there, I stared at it in the tall grass. I crouched further down on the ground. Then, with all my strength, I pounced! With a meek growl, I successfully caught the butterfly under my paws! Triumphant! I laughed and let the butterfly go as I hopped in ecstasy. “Yay! I got ‘em! I got ‘em!” I exclaimed. Then, my dad, Ahadi, walked by with a gentle smile. “Well, Mufasa, are you done playing around now? I thought I was supposed to show you the kingdom,” he said. I grinned and padded up next to my dad’s left leg. “Okay!” I said. Then, Dad and I walked off.





    I looked around the land as my dad was teaching me these important things. “Now, Mufasa, what do you see?” Dad said. I looked to where my dad was looking at. It was antelope! “Food! Time to eat!” I exclaimed. Then, I started to run off, but my dad stomped on my tail and I fell on the ground. I looked up at Dad and he had this amused grin. “Now, now, our prey is more than just our food. Why do you think they came to your presentation?” I was confused. Why would they, I thought. I scratched my head in answer and Dad nodded like he knew I didn’t know. “As I thought. It’s respect. We only feast upon them when necessary, but we also protect them as well as we can and keep them under control. We do that because we respect them, so they kindly give it back.” I nodded in understanding. It did make sense. “Dad, one of the lionesses went to sleep and will never wake up. You say she’s dead. So, where did she go?” Dad then wore a serious expression and placed his large paw behind me. Then, he said, “Are you sure you want to hear that lesson?” I nodded. “Then, I’ll tell you about it tonight. But, you have to be completely serious, understand?” I nodded again. “Good. Now, go on and play. I’ll see you later.” Then, my dad head-nuzzled with me and licked me. Then, he walked off. I stood there for a moment and decided to go home. So, I ran off back to that large rock formation resembling a castle, Pride Rock.





    I briskly climbed up the stair-like rocks on hopped on the promontory of Pride Rock. There, I saw my brother, Taka, looking to the sky on the edge of the promontory. “Taka!” I exclaimed. Taka looked behind his shoulder and saw me. Taka smiled mischievously and he ran at me. Then, Taka pounced on me and we both ended up wrestling. We laughed playfully as we twirled and circled around. Then, I had Taka pinned to the ground. We both laughed and Taka pushed me off him with one paw. “I’ll get ya next time,” Taka laughed. I laughed back and head-nuzzled Taka lovingly. Then, Taka ran off, taunting me by swinging his tail back and forth at me. I then got riled up and ran after Taka.





    Far from Pride Rock, Taka and I raced each other across the lands. We had so much fun. But, I had the most fun because I was winning. But, sometimes I think I should hold back and let Taka win. But, he wouldn’t appreciate that, so I gave it my all. Then, we past a big rock and we both slid through the sand and fell to our sides, panting. I got up with a big grin and said, “I win again!” Taka got back up with a half grin on his face. “Yeah, you won,” he murmured. He sounded a bit discouraged, so I went to help him up. “Sorry, Taka,” I said. “Maybe I’ll let you win next time.”


        “No,” he protested. “I want to beat you on my own.”


Then, Taka walked past me with a stern expression and I followed him in guilt. I knew I should’ve taken it easy, but Taka just said he wanted to win on his own. Am I wrong for beating him in everything? Am I being selfish?





    Later, we walked around in the sandy part of the pridelands. Taka was walking by himself while I followed. I've upset him. So, I ran in front of Taka and stopped him. “Taka, I’m sorry,” I said. “I didn’t mean that in that way.”


        “Really?” Taka wondered.


        “Yeah,” I insisted.


        “Then, promise me. Promise never to let me win at something. Promise me that you’ll never back down to make me look good.”


        “Gee, that’s a lot. But, I’ll try.”


        “You sure? I don’t appreciate lies from you.”


        “Of course! I promise, I promise!”


Taka then wore that happy smile and hopped around me. “Yea! I have the ‘bestest’ brother in the world, and I don’t care if he is the only one!” Then, he nuzzled under my chin and said, “I love you.” I was so happy that my tail lashed around in ecstasy. I head-nuzzled him back and replied, “I love you too.” Then, she said, “Oh, what a beautiful sight!” Taka and I cringed as we looked over to see Sarafina of all people!





    Sarafina was lying there, watching us tauntingly. She walked to us and said, “Hi, you two. Why didn’t you bring me along?” 


        “We don’t need extra luggage to pull along with us,” Taka joked.


I chuckled. “Don’t be so mean! It’s not my fault that you’re jealous because I’m a girl!” Sarafina shot back.


        “Yeah, right! Why would I choose to be a girl?!”


        “Because girls are better!”


As they argued, I just chuckled by watching them. Then, my ear perked up and I heard noises nearby. “Hey, do you hear that?” I said. Taka and Sarafina stopped arguing and walked next to me as we all heard the noise. “What could it be?” Taka wondered. Then, as we listened hard and longer, the noises were a lot clearer. At least in my ears. My eyes widened as I recognized that sound and I turned around. “Uh, let’s go home!” I said. Taka and Sarafina looked at me in wonderment. “What’s wrong?” Sarafina wondered.


        “Yeah, do you know what’s going on?” Taka added.


        “Forget it. I don’t want to know where that sounds coming from,” I answered.


        “Mufasa…” Sarafina whispered.


Then, I growled, “NO!” Sarafina backed away and crouched in fear. Taka only stared at me in confusion. I looked back and went to them. “I’m sorry; let’s just go home. We’ll have lots of fun,” I encouraged. Taka shrugged and walked past me with a coy grin. “I’ll let this pass this time, but I’m going to nag you about this if it happens again,” Taka smugly said. I smiled uneasily as Taka walked off. Then, I nudged the crouching Sarafina and said, “Hey, come on; get up. I’m sorry, all right?” Sarafina stood up and looked at me with those gleaming aquamarine eyes. “Don’t be like that again; I don’t like it when you’re upset like that,” Sarafina murmured. Then, I saw that Sarafina went to nuzzle me, but I backed away. Then, I rebounded before Sarafina could say anything by saying, “Hey, you can’t catch me!” Then, with my biggest smile, I ran off with Sarafina chasing after me. I ran past Taka and then he joined in. Then, we ran straight back to Pride Rock.





    Later that night, I rode on Dad while he walked through the meadow. “Are you okay, son?” he asked. 


        I yawned and answered, “Yeah.”


Dad chuckled to himself while I still yawned. “I never known a cub that’s willing to sleep in. It’s hard to wake you up from your afternoon naps lately.” I shook my head and looked up into the sky sleepily. The stars sparkled as bright as they do every day. Dad stopped on top of a huge meadow hill. “Are you looking at the sky, Mufasa?”


        “Yeah,” I answered sleepily. 


        “Well, that’s where the lioness who died recently went.”


I blinked incredulously and looked down at Dad in disbelief. “What are you talking about?” I wondered.


        “The stars…one of them is that very lioness. Also, you might be looking at your grandpa.”


I gasped and looked around. “Grandpa?” I looked around, desperately trying to find him. Dad laughed, “He can be any one of those stars, son. One star can even be your great-grandfather, your grandmother, any famous and deceased king and queen up there.”


        “Why is that? Won’t they fall down? We lions are heavy, you know.”


Dad laughed again. “It has nothing to do with that. Up there, besides every lion and lioness that ever dies, are the Great Kings and Queens of Past. Once they pass on, their spirits are sent into those stars, where they’ll watch their children after them forever and ever.”


        “Cool,” I murmured in awe. “But, it won’t be too much fun without seeing or hearing your moms and dads though. That’s why I’ll never lose you, Dad.”


My Dad sighed and wore a serious expression. “Now, son, I really wish that were true. But, I won’t be with you forever. All I can do is live as long as I can. But, remember this.” 


        I blinked, “What? Remember what?”


        “Remember that, even if I die one day, I’ll be with you forever in you. For I will live in you.”


        “But, didn’t you say you’ll be in the stars?”


        “Yes, but a everlasting memory of myself will always remain alive within yourself. Even if I die, it will almost be like I’m still there with you.”


        “So, what are you actually doing in the stars?”


        “I’ll be watching how much you progress, along with the other kings. I always be watching over you, because I’ll always love you.”


I was in complete awe in this incredible story. And I believe it too. “Wow. Awesome,” I murmured. 


        “I knew you’d think so. And that…is practically the most important lesson I could ever teach you…”





Entry 13: “A Light Within the Cavern” 


    My mother, Uru, was giving me a bath. That large tongue rubbed over me from y back to my face. It was so wet and thorough that I tried to struggle to get away. But, my mom won’t let me. She made sure that I couldn’t escape. After a while, Mom was finally finished. I walked out off Mom’s arms and I sat down to rub my ruined tuff of red hair back in place. Then, Mom asked me, “Mufasa, I can’t help but feel nervous about you and Taka.” After I fixed my hair, I looked at Mom and said, “What do ya mean?”


        “I mean that you might be overshadowing him. Yesterday, he came to me and kept complaining that he could never beat you in races or wrestling and all that stuff you play together.”


        “I wasn’t trying to make him look bad. We were just playing. Besides, he’s way smarter than me.”


        “Well, you’re smart too. But, you’re too rambunctious when your father teaches you two lessons.”


I looked at my mom in confusion when she used that big word. I scratched the back of my head, frowning at her. Mom giggled and reiterated, “I mean, you play too much in the wrong time when you should be serious.”


        “Oh!” I understood. “But, Mom, I’m really not trying to hurt him.”


        “Well, maybe you should try and show him. Play with him the whole day and give him a good time.”


        “Okay!”


Then, I ran off, shouting “Hey, Taka!”. Then, Mom cried, “Now, you don’t go out too far!” I heard her, but I kept going shouting, “Hey, Taka!”. 





    I ran to the back field of Pride Rock and looked around to find Taka. Then, I spotted Taka on one of the tallest rock ledges of the back field. Then, I ran and jumped up the stair-like rocks and reached the top to find Taka and a black-furred lioness with a white furred left leg, a long scar on her right shoulder, and blue eyes. This lioness’ name is Zahali. “Hey, Taka, wanna play?” I offered. Taka got up and gave me a nice grin. “Okay! Come on; there’s this place I really want to go!” Taka said. Then, Taka ran past me and I started after him. Then, I looked at Zahali and she snarled at me. I bent my ears and ran off. For reasons I won’t find out until later, Zahali seems to like Taka more than me. Zahali just doesn’t like me as much. I wonder why…





    In the pridelands, Taka and I walked together. Taka was psyched to go to this place he’s telling me about. “Lady Zahali told me about this place. It’s a beautiful cavern full of diamonds and other mystic stuff. It’s said that if you find the magic water at the end of the cavern, you bathe in it, make a wish, and it’ll come true,” Taka explained. I was in awe at the moment, but then I frowned. “I don’t know. I think Zahali’s making it up.”


        “Nuh-uh! Everything Zahali says is true! Remember what she said about the rising and falling of the sun?”


        “Yeah, yeah, it resembles the rising and falling of the Lion King. I know. But, I still wonder why she would tell you something like that, but she gets mean with me.”


        “Oh, come on! Don’t let her get in the way of the perfect playdate! Come on!”


Then, Taka ran off, knowing exactly where this cavern is, and I followed. 





    After we past a big boulder, I saw Sarafina and a small, young hornbill, Zazu, sitting in the shade. Sarafina noticed me, and she cried, “Hey, Mufasa! Taka! Where are you going?” I stopped, skidding in the dirt, and cried back, “We’re going to this place my brother told me about!” As Taka walked next to me, Sarafina ran to us with a sleepy Zazu perching on her back. After Sarafina gathered with us, I looked at Zazu. “Hey, Zazu, Dad let you out of the tree today?” I asked. 


        After he yawned, Zazu answered, “Yes, Lord Mufasa. Father is real serious in the teachings of the majordomo.”


        I chuckled, “You don’t have to call me ‘Lord Mufasa.’ Just call me ‘Mufasa.’”


        “Oh, no. It’s my honor to call you ‘Lord Mufasa.’ I’ll be your majordomo someday, you know.”


I smiled in answer. Then, Taka interrupted, “Anyway! Come on, let’s go already!”


        “Okay, okay,” I answered. “Say, Sarafina, wanna come?”


        “Sure!” Sarafina answered.


        “I wanna come, too!” Zazu added, flapping into the air excitedly. 


With that, all four of us ran off with Taka leading us to the cavern.





    Around the borderlands of the kingdom, we walked while Taka lead us. Sarafina complained, “How much longer? Are we there yet?” 


        “Just hold on a bit more,” Taka said.


Zazu flew over and perched on my head, panting. “I’m tired,” Zazu murmured. I looked around and I spotted something. It was another boulder covered in sand. But, there was an opening in it. “Hey, Taka, is that it?” I asked. Taka looked where I was pointing and he gleamed ecstatically. “That’s it! That’s the entrance!” Taka laughed and he looked at me. “Come on, let’s go!” 


        “But, it’s past the borderlands. And Dad told us not to.”


        “Blah, blah! There’s no time for lectures! We came all the way out here to have fun!”


Sarafina walked by me and nodded her head. “Taka’s right. I didn’t come all the way out here for nothing. Don’t be a coward.”


        “Lord Mufasa?” Zazu wondered pleadingly.


Everyone looked at me, hoping for that answer. I bent my ears down and looked at their pleading eyes. I wanted to go too. And I promised Mom to give Taka a good time. So, I smiled and said, “Oh, okay.” Everyone cheered and we all ran to the cave entrance.





    When we reached the entrance, we all looked around it in curiosity. I poked into the entrance and stepped in. “Well, it’s okay. What are we waiting for? Come on!” I said. Then, we all walked in. It was barely pitch black inside as we traveled further and further from the entrance we came in. Our footsteps echoed all around as we went in deeper. Then, suddenly, a light passed by! We gasped and jumped back. The light shimmered above us and raced further in the cavern. As it did, a beautiful flash of light reflected off a crystal wall! Taka awed,” Wow. Incredible.” 


        “Yeah,” Sarafina and I said.


Then, I looked to my right and saw that Sarafina and I ended up hugging each other when we were startled before. Sarafina and I jumped back and we grinned at each other uneasily. Zazu flew into the air and soared ahead of us. “Zazu, tell us what you see up ahead, okay?” Taka said. Then, Taka went on ahead while Sarafina and I followed. 





    We walked in the cavern for a real long time. I wondered when we would reach the end. Many streaks of supernatural light flew under the ceiling of the cavern, providing us light. The light outlined the crystal walls and stalagmites’ beauty. Its rainbow colors were more than enough to put us in awe. I looked into the mirror like walls and saw several distorted reflections of myself. One, I was tall and skinny. Two, I was fat and short. Three, I looked all muscle bound. And four, I was shaped like an hour-glass. I laughed at all of them. Sarafina walked next to me and she whispered to me. “Say, Mufasa?” 


        “What is it?” I replied.


        “What are you going to wish for when we find the magic water?”


        “I don’t know. I haven’t thought about that.”


        “You don’t want anything?”


I bowed my head, thinking of an answer. Nothing came to mind. “No, I don’t really want anything at the moment,” I answered. Then, Sarafina got in front of me and I stopped. Sarafina looked at me with worry in her eyes. I looked back in confusion. “What’s wrong?” I asked.


        “Mufasa, I want to know something. The pride cruelly made us betrothed, destined to marry even if you lose to Taka and he becomes king. Do you think it’s right for them to do that?”


I frowned and looked at Sarafina with my cruelest expression. “Of course I think so. Marrying a girl would the worst thing ever,” I answered.


        “Wait, that’s not the answer I…”


But, before Sarafina could finish her sentence, I walked around her and walked to catch up with Taka and Zazu. Then, I stopped for a moment and said, “So, I don’t look forward to growing up…if I have to hurt girls like my dad does.” Then, I walked off with Sarafina shyly following me.





        “Mufasa, Sarafina! Hurry over here!”


    We both heard Taka crying out. Sarafina and I ran down the cavern floor and we made it to the end of the cavern! There was even light shining from the hole up ahead. Once Sarafina and I made it outside and on a tall ledge from the ground, we looked around in disbelief. “What in the world?!” I exclaimed. We both set eyes on a whole new forest below us! It was so huge, lush, and green. There was even a huge pool of water next to the other side. “How pretty,” Sarafina awed. I looked at the pool of water and I thought, “That must be the magic water.” Then, Taka cried out again, “Mufasa!” I looked to the left to see Taka and Zazu already ready to walk down the ledge against the wall. “Come on; we’re almost there!” Taka said. Taka and Zazu went off, and Sarafina and I followed.





    After a while, we ran in the forest and out into the other side. We made it to the pool of water. We all exclaimed, “Wow!” The water sparkling as the sun above us reflected from it. It was so beautiful. But, I scratched the back of my head and wondered, “But how did we end up here?”


        “I guess that cavern was underground, and it led us to another part beyond the pridelands. It’s almost like a shortcut,” Taka figured.


        “So, now that we’re here, what do we do?” Sarafina wondered.


        “Lady Zahali said that if we bathe in it and make a wish in our minds, it’ll come true.”


        “Well, who’s first?” Zazu asked.


I nudged Taka and said, “Why don’t you go in first? This was your idea, after all.”


        “No, no. You go on ahead and bathe in it. I gotta think about a wish first.”


        “But, I don’t have one.”


Zazu flapped in the air and looked to Sarafina. “Why don’t you go?” he asked.


        “I…I’m afraid,” Sarafina answered.


Taka turned around and smiled as he said, “She doesn’t like to be submerged in water, remember?” Sarafina blushed as Zazu looked at her sympathetically. I sighed and finally said, “Fine, I’ll go, but I don’t what good it’ll do.” So, I stepped into the cold wet pool. I looked at my reflection of the pool sadly and looked back to my friends. “Well, do you feel anything?” Taka wondered.


        “No. I told you, I don’t want anyth…”


But, before I finished, something happened. I froze in place. Then, white mist appeared out of nowhere. It enshrouded my friends from me. The water’s color changed from blue to white. The forest disappeared. It was a large white void.





        “Mufasa…”


    I yelped and looked around in fear. “Who’s that?” I wondered. I bent my ears and crouched down, looking around. “Mufasa…” It was that voice again. “Taka? Sarafina?” I pleaded, hoping my friends would hear me. “Zazu?” As I splashed in the white water, a warm breeze blew against me. I turned around and then I spotted a white lioness lying on her side, floating in midair, staring at me. I blinked and wondered how I can even see through her. “Are you a ghost?” I wondered. She smiled at me and giggled. “You could say that, Lion Prince.” 


        I gasped, “How did you know I’m a Lion Prince?”


        “I felt your superiority when you stepped in the pool, even your one and only wish.”


         “I…don’t have a wish.”


Then, her ruby red eyes glowed and I stared right into them. I felt very strange. I felt myself walking to her against my will. I stared at the beautiful lioness, dazed in hypnotic lust. I didn’t know what was happening this point around. Right now, I stared at this beautiful lioness, unable to look away. She whispered to me in that seductive voice. “Prince Mufasa, I know your wish. I know what you really want. Say yes to me if this sounds right to you.”


        “Yes,” I murmured.


I couldn’t say anything more. She had a beautiful voice, let alone a beautiful body. She couldn’t be lying to me. She couldn’t lead me astray. What she would say is truth. She continued whispering. “Your wish is to not cause any pain. You want to have love around you always. You can’t stand hatred toward you. You would do anything to escape hate, even kill yourself to run away from hate. You don’t want to grow up to what you will become. You want to escape. Do you? Isn’t what I say true?”


        “Yes,” I murmured.


        “Do not worry. Soon, you will die. That is your future, the future you wish to follow. Death. Death. Death.”


         “Death…death…death…death…” I repeated.


I kept saying that word as I got closer and closer to her. I got closer…and closer…and closer. Then, after I took one more step, I plunged into the water, submerging and drowning…





        ……..“Mufasa!”……..


    I opened my eyes. I raised my head from the ground and stood back up. I shook my head and looked up. It’s Dad! My eyes opened wide open and I jumped. I’m back in the pridelands! I looked around and saw Taka, Sarafina, Zazu, and Rafiki staring at me. “Are you okay, Mufasa?” Rafiki asked me.


        “Uh, I think so. What happened?” I wondered.


Then, Sarafina leapt at me and gave a big hug. “Oh, I was so worried about you! I really thought you was dead!” she exclaimed.


        “Huh?” I wondered.


        “After you stepped in the water, I was acting all weird and saying all those scary words. Then, you stepped into the deep end and almost drowned! Then, Rafiki and Dad showed up and Dad jumped in the water and saved you!” Taka explained.


I blinked after I understood what Taka said. Then, I gasped and bent my ears nervously. I looked at Dad. He gave me a stern expression and a snarl. I bowed down and looked at Dad in strong fear. I was scared of my Dad, when he’s mad, more than anything else. Then, Dad snarled at Taka. I saw him back away with an uneasy grin. “Both of you are real stupid to go beyond the borderlands when I preached and preached NEVER to. What in the world are you both thinking?! I was lucky that I was with Rafiki, and he felt a disturbance in the spirit realm or whatever! Mufasa, you would’ve died! Do you realize that, boy?!” Dad growled. Zazu felt very insecure in Dad’s aura of rage, so he flew behind me to hide. I looked at Dad, gasping as tears started to fall from my eyes. “I’m…sorry…Dad,” I sobbed. Then, I bowed my head and wailed loudly. I cried and cried, but Rafiki placed his big hand on top of my head. “Chin up, young one. Chin up,” he comforted me. After a cried a bit more, I stopped wailing and only sat there, sniffling. I looked at Dad again. He still had that stern look in his face. Then, suddenly, it slowly faded into a look of relief. Then, he took me away from Rafiki and head-nuzzled me. “But, I’m so glad you’re all right; I was so worried that I would lose you,” he said. Then, I head-nuzzled him back, slowly recollecting myself from my tears. Then, Taka walked next to me and head-nuzzled Dad with me. After we broke away, Dad looked at both of us with a look of concern. “But, why on Earth would you disobey me like that?” he asked.


        “It was my fault,” Taka said. “I really wanted to go to that place, and I made everyone come with me.”


        “No, it’s my fault, Taka. I should’ve taken control when I’m the oldest. It’s all me, not you,” I said.


        “But…”


Then, Dad placed both of his paws on our heads, making us stop talking. “Now, now, there’s no need to blame yourselves like that. I only wanted to know that you know what you did is wrong,” he said. After he took his paws off us, we both nodded to obey. Then, Dad said, “Besides, maybe I should’ve warned you about that Forbidden Cavern.”


        “‘Forbidden Cavern?’ Is that what that place is called?” Taka replied.


        “Yes; it’s an ancient land that’s said to be created by God. Its pool is indeed enchanted and controlled by a gorgeous white lioness. She looks into your mind and finds bad thoughts and manipulates them to make you think that’s the future you’re meant to take.”


Then, Dad looked at me and showed great concern when he stared at me. “Mufasa, listen carefully. You have seen a vision of that lioness, right?” he asked.


        “Yes,” I answered.


        “As far as I know in history, you are the first cub to ever step in that pool. Whatever that woman said to you, please try to block it out of your mind. You are just a cub and the future she predicted may sound true to you. But, it’s not because only one person can make your own destiny and it’s you. Whatever she said, never believe in it. Understand?”


        “Yes, sir,” I said.


Then, Dad smiled and hugged me tightly and lovingly. “Then, let’s go home,” Dad said. So, we all started off to get back home. As we walked, I looked back to see that entrance of that cavern. I thought about my future it predicted… I shook my head to take it out of my mind. “No!” I thought. “I make my own destiny; my dad said so, and I believe him.” So, with that, I walked back home with my family and friends…





Entry 17: “Rafiki”


    Three days past since that incident. Little do I know, that incident would change my life forever. But, right now, I didn’t think much about it. During the past three days, I couldn’t leave Pride Rock because of my disobedience. Taka and I were stuck there. I knew I deserved it, but Zahali is now being crueler to me than ever. I still wonder why she dislikes me. What have I done wrong? No matter. I didn’t really like her at all, so I really didn’t care why. Now, that my punishment has become invalid, I went to Rafiki’s tree because he requested it.





    Dad carried me all the way there and dropped me. The baobab tree Rafiki lives in was very huge and wide. It was even far away from home. It reached the borderlands. Rafiki wanted me to spend the whole day at his tree. I didn’t want to, but Dad made me go anyway. Rafiki and I spent most of our time playing for a while. He even showed me a few magic tricks he learns in his spare time for fun. He also showed me the magic concoctions he makes to heal and bless. I had to admit, it was interesting. But, right now, Rafiki is going to unveil the true reason why he invited me here. He’s going to tell me one of Dad’s secrets…





    I was sitting on a big tree root while Rafiki was making another one of his concoctions. He cracked coconuts and poured the milk inside in the bowl in his lap. He even poured bits of dust in it. As he did all that, he said, “So, Mufasa, did you have fun in that cavern?” Rafiki asked. 


        “Well, it was beautiful,” I answered.


        “So, you had no regrets going there.”


I yelped and bowed my head in guilt. “I guess I should’ve been more careful. Beauty can hide many things,” I said. 


        Rafiki nodded, “A true statement, that is.”


Then, I jumped from the root and walked next to Rafiki. Rafiki looked at with a warm smile and said, “Your father was so worried when we found you in the pool.”


        “I know he is.”


        “Yes, but I never seen him so rowdy and hotheaded since his fight to win and save Pride Rock from a cruel ruler. You see, that was the second time he’s been there.”


        “The second time?”


        “Yes. He’s been in the pool as well.”


I gasped in shock. “Are you serious?! Dad bathed in that pool, too?!” Rafiki nodded. “He was a young adult at that time,” Rafiki explained. “He was so terrified that even today he struggles not to believe that future the pool predicted. In fact, he went crazy when he learned of his future, but Uru saved him. She continues to care for Ahadi devotedly and lovingly. That’s why the love between them is pure and the most romantic the pride has ever seen.”


        “Really?” I murmured. “What was Dad’s future it predicted?”


        “I can’t tell you. Only Uru and I knows that, and Ahadi wants it at that. He made us promise never to tell anyone else, especially you and Taka.’�        “Oh.”


I bowed my head. Rafiki’s right. I should respect my dad’s privacy. But, I still couldn’t believe that Dad bathed in that pool as well. Now, I really know why he was so worried about me. It’s no wonder now. But, what future could that pool predict that would actually scare my Dad, King Ahadi, who isn’t afraid of anything? 





Entry 18: “Dream or Vision?”


    Yesterday, after Rafiki told me Dad’s secret, I spent the whole day playing with Rafiki. When he brought me home, Taka and I played a few games together. Even Sarafina joined us, even though Taka didn’t want her to. We had fun, but it didn’t last long. We had to go to sleep. I slept next to Dad and Taka slept next to Mom, like it always was. At first, I slept fine. But, suddenly, I start having this strange dream…





    The dream started with me surrounded by a forest. I looked around. The forest was completely brown all over. It’s like autumn. “Where am I?” I wondered. I walked forward, but I stopped. “Dad? Mom? Anyone?” I called out. Then, I heard faint laughter nearby. I followed it by running through the bushes. Then, I leapt from them to land in a clear area. Then, I looked forward to see nearly darkened silhouettes of Mom and Dad, leaping around and playing. “Mom? Dad?” I wondered. Then, they suddenly stopped and head-nuzzled each other. I looked in curiosity. Then, suddenly, Dad nuzzled around Mom in a half circle and got behind her. Mom bowed down, lifting her rump to Dad. Dad had this strange smile and then I saw something. Then, I slowly recognized what was happening. “No…don’t do it, Dad. Don’t do it again. Don’t hurt her again!” I cried. But, it was like they can’t hear me. It was happening again. I saw this before. I trembled as I stared at this abuse. What did Mom do to deserve that? Why would Dad do such a thing? Then, something echoed in my mind. “Your wish is to not cause any pain. You want to have love around you always. You can’t stand hatred toward you. You would do anything to escape hate, even kill yourself to run away from hate. You don’t want to grow up to what you will become. You want to escape. Do you? Isn’t what I say true?” I gasped. Then, I thought, “Then, does this mean I’ll do things like that, too? No, I don’t want to hurt anybody. No!” 


       “Do not worry. Soon, you will die. That is your future, the future you wish to follow. Death. Death. Death.”


        “Death? Yes; death is the only way to escape this hate. I don’t want to grow up to be cruel. I don’t want to abuse anyone. I don’t want anyone to hate me. I want…to die.”


Then, a wind blew past me and the forest was enshrouded in darkness. The only source of light was the spotlight above me. I turned around and saw a dark silhouette. It had glowing green eyes, staring at me. I backed away and trembled. “Who are you?” he wondered. It didn’t answer. Then, a lion’s paw with its claws unsheathed appeared under the spotlight and over my head. I looked at it, and then I wore a serious expression and bravely stood against it. “Right. This is what I want. Death,” I thought. Then, after a spark emitted from one claw, the claw flew at me and the lion that owned that paw was unveiled in the spotlight. It was…!





    I jumped up! I looked around, panting wildly. I found myself back in Pride Rock’s den. I looked around to see Dad, Mom, and Taka still sleeping innocently. After I calmed down from panting, I lied back down next to Dad. As I looked at him, he had a big, warm smile across his face. While I looked at him, I remembered what he said that day. “You are just a cub and the future she predicted may sound true to you. But, it’s not, because only one person can make your own destiny and it’s you. Whatever she said, never believe in it.” I smiled and nodded in agreement. “That’s right,” I thought. “I make my own destiny.” Then, I went back to sleep…





Entry 91: “Enlightenment”


    I lived my childhood out to the best of my innocence and ability. With Taka by me, I was never alone. I also had great friends. My father and mother loved me dearly and took care of Taka and me as we grew. Zahali was still the cruel dog she was before. I kept my distance from her every day. But, she’s always near me for some reason. Oh, well. She was always the ‘black sheep’ of the pride, seeing that the other pride members doesn’t like her. But, she and Taka are the best of friends. How Taka could like someone like her, I’ll never know. But, I don’t care. I just don’t like her. Anyway, while we matured and got older, the lionesses are starting to hit on Taka and me. Taka was soaking it in like dirt, but I can’t help but feel extremely uncomfortable. Most of them are even teasing me sensually and Taka said he’s jealous that I get that much attention than him. I really don’t see what’s to be jealous about, if you ask me. Speaking of which, the abuse Dad gives all the lionesses seems to be mating, or, in Dad and Mom’s case, making love. Reading this, you probably already figured that out. Heh. But, I still see it as some kind of abuse. It’s hard for me to believe that such a graphic scene would be a good thing. Maybe I’m still a child in my heart. Maybe, that’s why I try to stay away from Sarafina as far as possible. She’s really stalking me and talks so lovey-dovey that it drives me insane. And I can’t force myself to yell or hit her because I’m afraid of hate. What’s wrong with me? What will happen to me in the future? That’s what I always ask myself in my adolescence…





    One morning, I walked out of Pride Rock’s den and stretched tightly. Then, I stood up straight, shaking my head with my long, short red mane around. I looked at myself and halfheartedly grinned. I don’t look half-bad, in my opinion. I loved my red mane I’m starting to have. I had two fluffy strands of hair hanging from behind my ears and over my shoulders. Hair grew from my head to my shoulder blades. With one bang in the middle of my face and few curved spikes in my head hair, my golden fur and body shape was defined along with it. Sure, I was handsome. I know that. But, this natural beauty is way overrated. 





    I yawned and looked around from the promontory. “Oh, why did I wake up so early?” I thought. “I might as well go back to sleep.” I turned around and, suddenly, I met nose to nose with Taka! “Ah! Taka!” I cried. 


        “Morning,” Taka yawned.


        “I guess we both better go back to sleep.”


        “No, I’m fine.”


Then, Taka walked past me and looked into the sky. I watched him, blinking sleepily.





    Taka was just as handsome as I am. If not, he looked a bit better than I did. His growing black mane is nearly designed like mine, only he had no bangs or spikes in his hair. I'm a bit bigger than he is, but he’s very slender and naturally faster than I am. I was the strongest and more muscular of the both of us, but he’s swift and a brilliant tactician. He’s better than me in several qualities, but he’s jealous of me. I don’t understand at all when I think about it. Why, I wonder.





    Taka then turned back to me and he said, “Say, Mufasa, I’ve been thinking of something.”


        “Yeah?” I wondered.


        “Well, it’s about Sarafina.”


I scowled as soon as I heard that name. “What about Sarafina?” I replied.


        “Well, do you like her? Tell me honestly.”


        “Well, the answer depends on what you mean. If as a friend, then of course. But, as someone I would…”


        “Would what?” Taka chuckled.


I couldn’t finish my sentence, so I just shook my head. Taka laughed, “Wow, really? Sure, she’s annoying, but she sure a babe.” I couldn’t deny that, I thought. Sarafina is very pretty. “But, that’s not enough to attract you, huh?” Taka added. “That’s okay.”


        “Really? Then, why on Earth did you ask me that question?” I asked with a coy grin.


        “Well…” Taka tried to say.


I looked at Taka and saw him blushing. “Ooh!” I whistled. “You have a crush on her, don’t you?!” 


        Taka meekly chuckled, “Well, I just wanted to know that I have no competition. Since you don’t like her that way, I have a chance to make her mine.”


Then, Taka walked off with the happiest grin I ever saw. I looked to the ground and sighed. “But, I have to get Sarafina off my back first,” I thought.





    I waited until the whole pride woke up before I ran off on my own. I was supposed to watch the lionesses hunt, but I blew it off like I always do. My dad doesn’t saw anything to me about it anyway. So, I walked off by myself for most of the day, always exploring the pridelands. Today, I was just walking on my own in my own little world. Then, suddenly, a voice called out to me. “On your own again, little vagabond?” I stopped and looked around. I saw no one. I blinked and shrugged. Then, at the moment I looked straight ahead, there was Zahali, right in my face! I cried out and jumped back. “Hey! What are you doing, scaring me like that?!” I cried. Zahali just gave me this big grin and chuckled. “Well, what do you want?” I asked.


        “Shouldn’t you be watching your girls hunting?” Zahali replied.


        “Shouldn’t you be with them hunting?” I shot back.


        “Ooh, feisty today, aren’t we?”


Then, Zahali walked next to me with an unusual grin. “You know, Mufasa, we never got along with each other,” she said. I rolled my eyes. “Tell me something I don’t know,” I said. Then, suddenly, her tail rubbed under my chin! I opened my eyes in surprise and I looked at Zahali. She circled around me, giggling. I watched her incredulously. I backed away from Zahali and snarled at her. “You can quit teasing me now. So, what do you want?” Zahali chuckled and still had that weird smile. “You catch on quick, little boy,” she said. “I only came to see you and only you. I just want to…talk.”


        I scoffed, “Really? And what about?”


        “I already told you. We never got along with each other, and I’m willing to start over, if you let me.”


        “Start over? I’m not the only one who doesn’t like you, you know.”


        “I know, but if you become our next king, you have to be tolerant of me. And, if we’re friends, we can avoid all that.”


I looked at Zahali blankly, but I bowed my head, sighing. “I guess you’re right,” I said. 


        “Then, let’s walk around together and get to know each other better,” she giggled.


So, Zahali and I walked together, for the first time.





    Zahali walked with me and we were around the middle of the pridelands. We actually talked together and we enjoyed every minute of it. Well, it seemed to me that Zahali enjoyed it. We had a general discussion about Pride Rock and its inhabitants’ idiosyncrasies. We laughed together and agreed on a lot of things. I even found out things about Zahali, too. As we went on, I started to think that Zahali may not be so bad after all. “Zahali, do you like my dad?” I asked.


        “Well, not romantically, I admit. But, he’s great when he does me favors. His moves are very unique,” she answered.


        I looked at her questionably, “It doesn’t hurt?”


        “Of course not, silly boy. Having sex doesn’t hurt at all. It can be fun; it can be a declaration of love. It’s nothing bad.”


I blinked and wondered at this new thought. I actually worked the nerve to even ask that question to the lioness I just disliked years ago, and I got a clear answer. Sex is good, I thought. I found it rather interesting. But, why am I still afraid of it? Why do I shy away from that subject so much? Zahali looked at me with that strange grin again and head-nuzzled me. “Hey, if you still feel uncertain about it, I can always set you straight if you want,” she offered coyly. I blushed and gasped suddenly at what Zahali was insinuating. But, something about Zahali’s grin had truth behind it. Then, I said, “Well, how does it feel to you? What’s it like?” 


        “You want to know?”


Then, Zahali nuzzled me in my chest and gave me a swift lick. I shivered rapidly and felt like melting as soon as Zahali touched me with that wet and soft tongue of hers. “How does that feel?” Zahali asked, touching me and sending chills down my spine. “I see,” I murmured. I never felt this feeling before. It’s completely new to me. I smiled. It feels so overwhelming and exciting. Then, suddenly, Zahali lets go of me and walks off. In disappointment, I pouted, “Where are you going?” 


        “Somewhere. It’s been a nice walk, Mufasa. See you again back home,” Zahali said.


Then, Zahali disappeared. I wore a frustrated expression and pawed the dirt below me. “Why did she have to leave now?” I thought. Then, I blinked after what I just said. I chuckled at my irony and ran off. Then, I gasped as I thought of something. “Sarafina!” Then, I quickly ran back home. 





    Back at Pride Rock, I climbed on top of the promontory and looked around. I started to run to the back field of Pride Rock to find Sarafina. I wanted to feel that same feeling from her like I did from Zahali. Then, I stopped after I thought of something. “Oh no. I just told Taka that I didn’t like her that way, so he was free to advance on her.” Then, I slowly crept to the back of Pride Rock and heard giggling. I looked to see Taka and Sarafina laughing with each other, side by side. Then, I noticed that Taka had his paw over Sarafina’s! I sighed and bowed my head in shame. I was too late. I had Sarafina, but I lost her in the end when I wanted her most. With enough respect to leave Taka and Sarafina alone, I walked off…





Entry 92: “Future’s Mirror”


    The very next day, I once again set out on my own. Everyone asked me what was wrong with me, but I didn’t answer and growled back at them. In fact, I growled just enough that I scared the lionesses off. Good. I wanted to be left alone. I just lost a possible love life for me and now I’m left with hate in my heart. Zazu bothered me. Rafiki bothered me. I just wanted to be alone. And I only knew one place.





    The Forbidden Cavern, the place where my future was predicted. I decided to go there again. Dad told me never to go there again, but, in my state, I really didn’t care anymore. So, I entered that entrance. I went through that same beautiful cavern. I found the same forest with its eternally lush beauty. But, as I entered this place, I was being attracted to here for another reason. It’s that pool. That pool that changed my life. I made it to the coastline of it and looked at in wonderment. I dare not step into it again, but I looked into my reflection. “White lioness, are you in there?” I wondered. “Were you right all along?” 





    Ever since this day, I visited this pool. It seemed to tell me something every time I look into it. That same white lioness speaks to me too, even without stepping in the pool. She keeps telling me that my destiny will ultimately lead to death. But, she had sympathy for me. She would show me everything I ask for, whether it’s my future or what another I know personally is doing. I always come here to unwind after a bad day, which is nearly every day. But, the longer I visit this place, the meaner and crueler I become. It’s not like I really care, but everyone who used to love me is know frightened of me. The white lioness was right. No matter what I do, hate is always there. I’ll never find…true love and happiness… Who could ever love someone like me? Why was I born at all? Why was I a lion? 





Entry 105: “The Beautiful Mirage”


    I woke up from another night of sleep. I sleepily looked around and yawned. Then, I slowly got on my feet and groggily walked out the empty den. Before I made it outside, Mother appeared. “Oh, you’re awake,” she said. I only nodded to her. Then, I asked, “Where’s Taka?”


        “Oh, Ahadi wanted to speak to him, so they both walked off together somewhere,” Mom answered.


        “Right.”


Then, I started off, walking past my mom without hugging her. As I walked off, I heard Mom saying, “I tried to make your father wait until you woke up, but he was in a hurry!” But, I blocked her out of my mind and continued walking away. Then, someone else called me. “Mufasa!” I recognized that voice. I sighed in exasperation and stopped to look behind my shoulder. It was her, Sarafina, the girl I let go. I turned away and tried to walk away, but Sarafina ran in front of me. “Mufasa, didn’t you hear me?” she wondered. I frowned and snarled in answer. “Mufasa, why are you being so ugly and mean? It’s been several weeks and you’ve been pushing us away from you day after day. What’s wrong?” I didn’t answer. I couldn’t bring myself to open up to her. “Mufasa, please talk to me. Come on; we’re to be married one day. Husband and wife. King and queen. Don’t you remember?” That, alone, finally caught my attention. I looked at Sarafina incredulously, unable to believe what Sarafina just said. “What? You…still like me? But, what about…?” I wondered.


        “Taka? Oh, I like him, but I like you better. Besides, like I said, we’re betrothed. Taka can’t have me or he would break the law already set.”


        “Law? What law?”


        “You’re kidding! You don’t know? As long as we’re betrothed, I am the lioness who’s rightfully yours. Any lion that woos or even seduces me is breaking the king’s word. The only way that they can have me is if you die or both of us tells the king that we want to marry someone else and just consider ourselves a king and his follower. You should already know that.”


        I blinked in surprise, “I…forgot. I completely forgot about that. Then, is that why Dad and Taka’s…?”


        Sarafina nodded, “Uncle Ahadi didn’t know about it at the time, and Aunty Uru and the lionesses allowed it to go on. But, Kweu, Zazu’s father, found out and snitched like no tomorrow.”


        “Unbelievable.”


I pawed the ground hard and growled. “Damn it!” I snarled. I let my feelings get the best of me. I can’t believe I forgot about that law. I was cruel to everyone I came across, and for what? Then, I said, “Mom. I gotta find Mom!” I ran past Sarafina to find Mom. Then, I stopped and ran back to Sarafina. I nuzzled her and licked her cheek. “Please forgive me, Sarafina. I don’t deserve you,” I said. Then, I ran off.





    I ran back into the den of Pride Rock and found Mom in there, her back facing me. I heard her sniffling. That alone made me feel terrible. Then, I called out, “Mom.” She looked over her shoulder with wet eyes and turned away slowly. Then, I padded up to her swiftly and nuzzled her by her shoulder. “I’m sorry,” I said. After I said that, I felt my mother nuzzling with me. She was always so forgivable. I didn’t deserve a mother like her either. I slowly smiled and felt myself crying with her. 





    I never felt so distant before. With these unnecessary feelings toward everyone, I felt angrier with myself than ever. Now, a new question comes to mind. How can someone show me love when I don’t even deserve it? Love is something I could never deserve. Maybe hate is the only thing for me. Only that’s the real path to my happiness. Then, later in the day, something happened to me. This may be another turning point in my life…





    After I left Pride Rock again, I started off to go back to the Forbidden Cavern. I was going to ask the white lioness another question. Then, suddenly, my ears perked. I heard a bark not too far from me. Then, a roar shortly followed. It sounded like a call of distress. “Huh? A lioness? What’s up?” I thought. With that, I ran off, following the sound. 





    I followed the sounds up a ground ledge a few feet above the ground below me. Then, I looked to see a fight between a lone lioness and five hyenas! “Hyenas? In the pridelands?” I gasped. I saw the lioness put up a good fight but she was outnumbered and soon outmatched. Then, I roared and ran at the battle. The hyenas looked up toward me and three left the lioness alone and charged me. I stopped and snarled at my attackers. One hyena jumped at me, but I clawed him while in midair and sent him to the side. The other two hyenas grasped me and tried to get at my neck. But, I pawed one off and grabbed the other by the back with my fangs and threw him away. I saw the lioness limping and the other two hyenas threatened her with their fangs. Then, something happened. I looked in over-reactive rage at the hyenas. I just couldn’t stand seeing any lion in unnecessary pain. Then, I leapt in the air and clawed one hyena hard to the left side. Then, I pinned one hyena to the ground and roared louder than I ever roared. I could swear that my roar echoed throughout the land. The hyenas were frightened and they retreated almost immediately. I snarled menacingly as they ran away. Then, I calmed down and blinked in awe at myself. I couldn’t believe the rage I just experienced. Then, I looked behind my shoulder to see the lioness staring at me. I looked at her while she looked at me. Then, simultaneously, we both looked away from each other. But, my eyes were stuck toward her. 





    What a gorgeous lioness! I couldn’t look away from this girl. She was too stunning to blow off. Her sparkling brown eyes, that freshly tannish fur coat, her awesome build, those aspects were more than just irresistible. Who was this beautiful girl? 





    The lioness looked back at me, blushing terribly at me. “Um, thank you,” she said. My ears perked wildly after hearing that lovely voice. It sounded so elegant and gentle. A dream come true, to a lion’s eyes. A lioness I didn’t deserve, I suddenly thought. With that thought, I looked at her and murmured, “Uh, yeah, right. You’re welcome.” Then, the lioness bowed her head and groaned. “I want to go home,” she murmured. “If a lion as young as him is around, there’s a pride. I’m going to die.” Then, I widened my eyes and looked at her in awed worry. Then, she looked toward me with tears in her eyes. “You’re thinking about killing me because I’m a rogue, aren’t you?!” she cried. I looked at her thoughtfully and wondered to myself. She had a point. Since she’s a rogue, a pride doesn’t come and accept an intruder. She needed to be taken care of on sight. Our way of life is strict, but that’s how it’s always been. Then, I sighed, “Come. I’ll see that you can stay with the pride.” Then, I walked off, assuming that she would follow. Then, I heard her say, “Stay with the pride? I don’t understand why you would…” Then, I rolled my eyes at her apparent naïveté and scowled. “What, do you want me to kill you right here and now?” I growled.


        “No.”


        “Then, follow me, woman.”


Then, I walked off back to Pride Rock, hearing the lioness following me. 





    Under the afternoon sky, we walked until we finally made it to the area around Pride Rock. I continued to walk while the lioness followed me. I heard her grunting and I looked behind my shoulder to see her barely walking on her wounded front left leg. Then, I stopped and turned to the lioness. “Why didn’t you say that you couldn’t walk on your wound?” I growled. The lioness stepped back and weakly answered, “I was scared to…” 


        “That doesn’t make sense,” I replied. 


So, I walked to the lioness and crouched under her. She yelped as she watched me and again as I rose her off her feet and on my back. She was a bit heavy, but it was nothing to me. “Hold on,” I said. She, seemingly reluctantly, wrapped her arms around my neck to hold on. I walked up the promontory with her on my back and looked around. She hopped off my back and looked around Pride Rock. “Nice place,” she said. I sighed and looked to find my mother. But, I stopped and turned to the girl. “By the way, what’s your name?” I asked.


        “It’s Sarabi,” she answered.


Along with beauty, she also had a beautiful name. And it fits her well when I think of the translation of the name. Her beauty does seem like a mirage only lions like me could see. “Nice name,” I admitted. Then, my mom came out the den and saw me. “Oh, I thought I heard you,” she said. Then, she saw Sarabi and gasped. “Mufasa, you brought a rogue here?” I looked back to Sarabi and saw that she bowed her head. Then, I looked back to Mom and said, “No, I brought a huntress.” 


        “A huntress? Her?”


        “Beauty like hers hides many things. She can hunt very well. I saw her. Besides, you need it.”


Mom blinked and looked at Sarabi one more time and smiled back at me. “Why, thank you,” she said. “Girl, follow me.” Then, Mom walked off to the back of Pride Rock. Sarabi walked beside me and looked at me. “You overestimate my abilities,” she said.


        “Whatever. Listen to the queen or she will kill you,” I snarled back.


Sarabi bent her ears down and looked away from me as she walked after Mom. I watched that pretty butt of hers walk off with a somewhat salacious grin. She was so beautiful, but I could never have someone like her. I just have to face it.





    While I watched, I turned around and saw Dad and a discouraged Taka walk up the promontory. I looked at Taka in sympathy. Taka looked up at me and turned away angrily. Dad walked to me with a worried expression. “Mufasa, I’m starting to worry about you. Why did you let Taka flirt with Sarafina when it’s already arranged that…?” Before Dad could finish, I shook my head at him. “I don’t need her. Taka can have her,” I said.


        “Are you sure?”


        “Of course.”


        “Well, I’ll talk to Sarafina about it.”


With that, Dad walked by me, his magnificent black mane shooting by me. After Dad disappeared, Taka walked to me with a silent and cold stare. “I never asked you to just give Sarafina up to me like that,” he said. “What about our promise?”


        “Sorry,” I merely said.


Taka scoffed and walked by me with his eyes closed and nose in the air. I bowed my head and murmured, “Our promise…” 





Entry 116: “Bark of the Hyena”


    This day…everything changes. I thought everything possible right now and the future I expected. But, after this day is over, I figure out that I was wrong. The beginning happens today. This very day. This wretched day. This damned day of hell. A bad dream came true. A day…Taka and I could never forget…





    In the middle of the late morning, I actually stayed at Pride Rock today. I was behind Pride Rock with Taka, Sarafina, and Zazu, resting on stones of rock set together. Zazu flew up to me and perched in my hair. “Mufasa, are you awake?” he asked.


        “Yes. Please get off my head,” I answered.


I looked down and saw Taka and Sarafina nuzzling each other. I sighed in exasperation and looked away. Sarafina looked up and gave me a taunting grin. “Well, it was your own loss, Mufasa,” she laughed. I rolled my eyes and buried my head in my arms. “Well, it’s not like you two are in a hurry to get hitched. Or have you two done anything sneaky like that last stunt you pulled again?” I retorted. Sarafina frowned and scoffed at me. I merely smiled. Taka looked up and grinned at me. “Well, Sarafina, he might have eyes for a certain someone,” he said.


        “He wishes,” Sarafina added.


I scowled and closed my eyes, ignoring them. “I was joking, Mufasa,” Taka said. But, I still ignored him. I heard him scoff and mouth off, “Fine!” I had my eyes closed until I heard her voice again. “Is the beast giving you a hard time again?” I opened my eyes and looked up to see Sarabi looking toward us. She called me that word again. I snarled at her, but Sarabi snarled back. Zazu flew off my head and flapped urgently in the air. “Now, now! Calm down!” he cried. I sighed as I calmed down. Sarabi then half-heartedly smiled and looked toward Taka and Sarafina. “Sarafina, what did you think of my catch yesterday?” she asked.


        “Not bad. You’re a natural. Mufasa actually did a good thing to recommend you to join the pride,” Sarafina answered.


        “Too bad Mufasa wasn’t there. But, he’s so boring that he stays clear from excitement,” Taka added.


I scoffed again at what Taka said. Then, Sarabi came out of nowhere, saying, “Oh, he was probably off, jacking off at that place he always goes to.” My eyes bulged and I stood up and jumped off my stone and in front of Sarabi. I stared at her in suspicion, and Sarabi blinked at me in sudden fright. “What did you say?” I growled.


        “Oops, I let that slip, didn’t I?” Sarabi replied worriedly.


        “How did you know I went there? Tell me NOW!”


Then, I pounced on Sarabi and pinned her to the ground. Then, I unsheathed my claws in my right paw and gently placed them in Sarabi’s neck. “Mufasa, what in the world are you doing?!” Sarafina cried.


        “Stop that!” Taka added.


        “Lord Mufasa!” Zazu squawked.


I pushed my claws a bit deeper in Sarabi’s neck, crying “TELL ME!!”


        “I…I was just following you, that’s all!” Sarabi cried.


Then, I let go of Sarabi and let her stand back up. Then, without saying anything else, I looked away from Sarabi. Sarabi bowed her head in shame and said, “I was only playing with you. I never…” Then, she trailed off in her sentence right there. Then, Taka nudged me and gestured that we go somewhere private. After Taka walked off, I reluctantly followed. 





    Taka and I sat together on the promontory. Taka paced around in front of me. I watched him in wonder while he walked back and forth. Then, Taka stood up and looked into my eyes. “Mufasa, what is wrong with you?” He stared at me with those solid green eyes, unable to look away until he had an answer. I stared back and wondered if I should tell him. Then, before I said anything, Mom appeared in got in between us in a panic. “Both of you, have either of you seen Zahali?” she asked. 


        “Uh, no,” I answered.


        “I haven’t seen her the whole morning,” Taka added.


        “Oh, dear. Where has that girl gone? She disappeared last night and still haven’t returned home.”


Taka and I both gasped at what Mom had just said. Then, Mom ran off. We looked toward each other; we both wore the same suspicious expression. “Mufasa, this will have to wait. I have to find Lady Zahali,” Taka said.


        “Not without me, you’re not,” I added.


We nodded and we ran off on our own, leaving Pride Rock to find Zahali.





    Taka and I ran about the entire pridelands with Taka leading the way. I figured since Taka and Zahali always hang around each other that Taka knows where Zahali could possibly be. We searched the trees and meadows Zahali naps at. We even searched her private hunting ground. We looked and looked, but Zahali was nowhere to be found. We practically searched the whole pridelands for almost the whole day. We even found Dad and told him of the situation. He looked all over and we don’t know whether he found anything or not since he’s alone. I start to wonder where else we could look. I looked to Taka and asked, “Taka, are you sure you don’t know any other place where Zahali could be?” Under pressure, I can see that Taka was trying hard to think of another place we haven’t look at yet. Then, Taka said, “Wait. There’s one more place to look.” Then, he ran off while I ran after him.





    As the sky turned gray and nearly all light disappeared, Taka and I was looking at a forest around the border of the pridelands. It looked rather creepy since all the trees and nature was dead. “Here?” I wondered.   


        “Yes. Zahali said that she was born here,” Taka answered. “She always comes here to unwind.”


        “Really?”


Then, Taka and I started to walk into the dead forest. While Taka walked straight into the forest, I looked around with disturbed chills down my spine. I then brought my concentration to what was happening now. I had to help Taka find Zahali, then I could tell him my secret.





    We walked for quite a while in the forest until we made it into the middle of the forest. We stopped and looked around. The tree trunks looked ghostly and tormenting. The wind blew against the dead tree limbs. The dead grass below us fluttered weakly in the breeze. Then, chuckling was heard. Taka and I then heard footsteps along with the chuckling. “So, you’re the famous Lion Princes I heard so much about. I’ve been waiting for you.” Then, we both looked to the left and saw a lone hyena walking to us. But, this hyena was different. He looked as big as a lion. He even had a mane like one. But, he still had the look and skin of a hyena. Taka and I gasped. “What the heck?” I wondered. I stared at this hyena incredulously. A hyena can’t look like this. What kind of freak is this? 





    The strange hyena grinned and chuckled at us. “Who are you?” Taka demanded.


        “They call me Ru-gal. Pleasure’s all mine,” the hyena answered.


        “Some pleasure. Anyway, how did you know we’re the Lion Princes?” I asked.


        “Oh, someone told us quite a lot about you.”


Ru-gal chuckled and pointed his paw to the right. We looked and gasped as we see over 40 hyenas surrounding us! I stepped back and gritted my teeth in shock. But, Taka had something else in his eye. “Lady Zahali!” he cried. I looked to where Taka was looking and saw Zahali surrounded by a few hyenas, trapped. I looked around and saw the hyenas snarling at us. They looked exactly the same as the five hyenas Sarabi was attacked by two weeks ago. But, now there are 40 of them. Perfect. Then, Taka backed up next to me and looked at me. “Mufasa, you can’t die now. I have many things to ask you, remember?” he said with a small grin.


        I grinned back, “Speak for yourself. If you die, I’ll never know the answers.”


Then, Ru-gal smiled and whispered, “Kill them.” Suddenly, the hyenas attacked!





    The hyenas attacked at us at all sides. Normally, a lion would be crazy to fight this many hyenas at once. But, at this point, we had no other choice. Taka and I roared and we both went our own way to fight. I met one hyena and slapped him away. Two hyenas leapt on me and tried to bite into me. But, I bucked one off and threw off one hyena hard into a tree. That hyena was dead. Hyenas surrounded me and swiped at me. But, I held my own and clawed them all hard across the jaw or under their bellies. I sunk my fangs under one hyena and killed it. Then, I threw him into a group of other hyena, knocking them away. As I fought, I kept my eye on Taka. He was fighting well as well. It’s rather impressive since he doesn’t normally resort to violence. Then, I went back into the battle and head-butted hyenas in their sides or even knocking them out by ramming into their head. But, it seemed to be no end to them. Several hyenas leapt on me and bit and clawed me all over. I tired to shake them off, but more just hopped on. The sharp pains they inflicted were really starting to hurt. I roared out and, with all my strength, went wild and pawed them all away from me and threw the ones on my back off one by one in overwhelming speed. After I got out of that little dog pile, I looked at myself. I had scars all over my body and blood was definitely drawn. I was panting, but I wasn’t tired yet. Then, I attacked more hyenas. As I stood my ground, Taka leapt beside me and swiped another hyena away. We both grinned at each other coyly while we both bleed all around. “Remember,” Taka reminded coyly.


        “Well, just stay alive,” I replied.


With that, we both leapt into the pile of hyenas and were beating them up as hard as we could again. As I swiped one after another, I heard Taka cry out. “ARGH!!” I looked behind my shoulder to see what’s wrong. I gasped after I saw that Taka was struck in the left eye! Taka held his painful wound and roared out in pain. Then, Ru-gal barked out, “Everyone, leave the young prince. Kill the older one. Kill Mufasa!” I gasped and looked to see all the hyenas leave Taka alone and went after me! Before I had a chance to run, the hyenas all leapt at me and surrounded me. I swiped some away, but there were far too many. They all grabbed me, scratched me, bit me, and tried to take me. The weight was too much and I can barely walk. I didn’t cry out. I took the overwhelming pain as well as I could while I tried to think of a way out of this. I slowly walked and walked. Then, suddenly, I reached a ledge of a hill. I couldn’t see, so after I took that step, I lost balance and rolled down the hill. But, as I rolled down, the hyenas were bucked off or crushed under my weight. I rolled down that hill quite a while, but all the hyenas were thrown off me. Then, while all the hyenas were off me, I made it to the bottom and bounced on the hard surface two times and lied there.





    I rested on the ground, panting. The wounds hurt all over. Blood left my body as I lied there. I couldn’t find the strength to move on. Was I going to die? Was this the destiny I was meant to follow? Was that white lioness right after all? Then, after hearing the hyenas cackling as they ran down the hill to finish me, something happened. That same feeling returned to me. That feeling I had when I saved Sarabi came back. I weakly stood back up and faced the hyenas running at me. I stared with focused eyes. The hyenas were closing in on me. Blood the started to run from my forehead and down my face. As the blood drooled to the bottom of my muzzle, I slowly smiled a malicious smile. Then, I slowly chuckled. I didn’t know why. I was just chuckling. Then, before the hyenas got one foot to me, I roared again! I roared my loudest, the roar I swore that echoed over the land. The roar of the beast. The hyenas stopped and stared at me in sudden fear. I continued to roar. The hyenas backed away from me. Then, after I was done roaring, I stared at them with cold crimson eyes. My fangs were bared which were partially already stained in blood. That stare suddenly sent the hyenas running away. I continued staring at them as they ran away. Then, I cocked an eyebrow as I calmed down and saw what was happening. I scared them away with an adrenaline of ferocity. I wobbled again in my legs and watched all the hyenas disappear over the top of the hill. As I stared, I remembered what Sarabi said before. “Is the beast giving you a hard time again?” That sentence echoed in my mind and I grinned in self-pity. “She’s right. I am a beast, aren’t I?” I laughed. I laughed pitifully at myself. Then, I groaned and fell to the ground, passing out…





Entry 117: “Reawakening”


    …I opened my eyes. I slowly blinked. “Am I dead?” I murmured. 


        “Mufasa, did you say something?” someone said.


I recognize that voice. I looked to my right side and saw Sarabi sitting next to me! “Sarabi?” I murmured.


        “You’re awake. Thank God. I was starting to worry about you.”


        “What do you mean?”


        “After Uncle Ahadi found you and Taka, he sent the hyenas away and rescued Aunt Zahali. Then, he found you and brought you to Rafiki. He cared for all your wounds, but you was unconscious for the rest of that day and all of yesterday.”


        “I was out all day yesterday?”


        “You was at a very critical condition. We all thought you was going to die.”


I looked around to see that I’m back in Pride Rock’s den. Then, I sighed and tried to stand back up. But, I groaned and collapsed. I heard Sarabi gasped and hugged me tightly. “Don’t do that. You have to stay in here for quite a while,” she nursed. I rolled my eyes and looked away. “Why are you caring for me? Isn’t it dangerous to give sympathy to a beast?” I commented.


        “Well, why are you so mean to us? You growl at all the lionesses, scaring them off, and you have problems with your friends.”


        “It’s none of your business. Why did you follow me to the Forbidden Cavern in the first place?”


        “I didn’t tell anyone else but Taka, Sarafina, and Zazu. Nobody else knows, and I’ve told them because you were forbidden to go there!”


I looked at Sarabi in surprise. I glared at her angrily and silenced myself. Then, Sarabi got up and got in front of me. Then, she lied back down, her side of her belly to my nose. “What’s this?” I wondered.


        “I’m letting you drink my milk since we can’t bring you any water. That’s how you survived the whole day without eating anything yesterday.”


I blinked in disbelief at Sarabi. “You’re kidding!” I cried out.


        “You managed to drink it while you were unconscious because you somehow mentally knew someone was feeding you, so you went for it.”


I couldn’t believe it. I don’t even remember anything like that. But, I was mostly surprised that Sarabi would let me do that to her. “Why?” I wondered.


        “Your mom felt like her milk wouldn’t be good enough, so I volunteered. I owed you one after all,” Sarabi answered. “Thanks again for before.”


We stared at each other for a while. Then, we both half-heartedly grinned at each other. “I should be thanking you,” I said. Then, with gratefulness beside me, I nuzzled my muzzle under Sarabi’s belly and started suckling the milk she had. Delicious! It had an invigorating taste that I just couldn’t resist. I hate to admit it, but Sarabi’s milk tasted a lot better than my mother’s. I looked up and saw that Sarabi was blushing and exhaling laborly. She looked like she enjoyed it. So, I continued drinking. “Lord Mufasa, you’re awake!” someone cried. I stopped drinking and looked over Sarabi to see Zazu flying at me. Then, he hugged me in my face! “Oh, Lord Mufasa! I was so worried!” he cried.


        “Uh, thanks for your sentiment, but please let go of my face,” I murmured.


After Zazu lets go and perched on the ground, he crossed his wings and looked at me sternly. “Now, the next time you do something so reckless, please don’t do it,” he said.


        “Reckless?” Sarabi repeated. “I think it’s a sign of heroism. Maybe he’ll make a great king after all.”


I smiled at Sarabi’s comment and blushed. Then, Sarafina came in the den, saying, “Perhaps so, Sarabi.” Sarafina walked to us and head-nuzzled me gently. “You and Taka were great out there. I wish I could’ve seen it.” Then, I blinked and looked to Sarafina. “Taka! Where’s Taka?” I cried.


        “Right here.”


Everyone looked to see Taka near the den opening. But, he seemed shy to come any closer. “Taka, come on in,” Sarafina said, giggling. “I don’t think it’s that funny anymore.” 


        “Taka?” I wondered.


Then, Taka slowly stepped closer to us. Then, when he came in clear view, I stared in shock. Taka was facing me…with a scar over his left eye! “Oh, Taka! It’s that same wound from before!” I said. I remembered that Taka cried out during that battle. After I looked over my shoulder, I saw that Taka was struck in the left eye by a hyena. Taka sighed smugly and said, “You can laugh at me now.”


        “What’s so funny about it?” I said. 


        “Well, not all the lionesses are as saintly as you are,” Sarabi said.


        Taka growled, “Nearly all the lionesses make fun at this scar. Especially yesterday.”


        “Well, it was funny at the time,” Sarafina giggled. “You just looked strange and weird with that permanent scar.”


        “Permanent?” I repeated. “Rafiki can’t care for it?”


        Taka shook his head and said, “He tried everything. He said it was more of an internal wound. The hyena sunk through my skin deeper than expected. It can never heal.”


I looked at Taka in such sympathy. But, I didn’t feel like an apology would make him feel any better. So, I finally decided to tell him. “Taka, I’ll tell you my secret. But, can I rest a bit first?” I suggested. Taka looked at me and smiled, “Really?” I nodded. Then, I fell to sleep again…  





Entry 118: “Winds of Change”


    …Humming…Someone was humming. I woke up from my slumber and looked out to see outside the den. It was still night. It should be past midnight if the moon was just right. All the lionesses were asleep along with Dad and Mom. Then, I looked to my right side and saw her again, nuzzling against me and humming a beautiful song. Sarabi! I rose my head, but Sarabi nuzzled up closer under my chin. I looked at Sarabi and felt myself blush again. I couldn’t tell if Sarabi was intently doing this or if she’s dreaming. She was still humming that beautiful melody. Then, I softly nudged her. Then, Sarabi stopped humming and opened her eyes. She looked up and gasped as she saw me! But, she didn’t back away. She just stared into my eyes and I stared back. I couldn’t look away from Sarabi’s beautiful and curious eyes. And I can tell she couldn’t look away from mine. Then, I purred and nuzzled her. “Could you hum that beautiful song just like that again? For me?” I pleaded. Sarabi smiled and rested her head against me and closed her eyes. She started to hum again. I found it completely soothing, like one of mother’s old lullabies. I then rested my head on top of Sarabi’s. She continued humming and I listened until we both fell back to sleep.





        “Mufasa…wake up…”


    Great. Another voice in my head calling me. I slowly woke up and looked around. Everyone was still asleep. I looked to see Sarabi still beside me and I heard that voice again. “Mufasa. Over here.” Then, I started to recognize that voice. It can’t be him. I looked to the opening of the den and saw someone. It was him. It was Ru-gal!





    I looked up to see Ru-gal chuckled at me. Then, he ran away. What was he up to? I had to find out. Then, I slowly got away from Sarabi and stood up. But, my legs still wobbled from the pain inflicted from that last fight. I looked to Sarabi and remembered that she didn’t want me walking around on my own in my condition. I looked at her in guilt and whispered, “I’m sorry, Sarabi.” With that, I tiptoed around the whole pride and ran outside. It was the early morning, but dark clouds were over me. It was going to rain soon. Somehow, I found it fitting. I welcomed the incoming rain and ran down the promontory. After I reached the ground, I saw Ru-gal chuckling at me and ran off. I growled and, with adrenalized strength, I ran after him.





    Lightning struck dazzlingly in the gray skies. Thousands of raindrops fell to the Earth and upon my body. I walked through a ruined village where those rumored humans used to live. At a huge and ruined kingdom-like stature humans called a church, I walked toward there because hyena footprints led there. The rain continued to pour, but once again, I welcomed it. I walked to the opening of the church and went inside. Shattered stained glass was on the walls. Rocks were scattered around the floor. Destroyed statues either stood against the wall partially or collapsed on the floor. I walked past the pillars that still stood and held the church together. I heard cackling and whispering all around. Ru-gal was here and he wasn’t alone. I stopped in the middle of the church and looked around. Then, I heard footsteps echoing around. I looked straight ahead to see a silhouette walking out of the darkness inside the church. It was Ru-gal. “You know what they always say, Mufasa. When angels are driven into exile from Heaven, they become devils. Doesn’t that match the both of us, sweet prince?” he said with a menacing grin. Hyenas appeared out of their hiding places and chuckled at me. Most of them were on a higher platform above me, cackling. I only smiled as I thought about that saying. “That may be, but I’m no freak,” I replied. As lightning sparked and thunder rumbled outside, Ru-gal taunted, “I may be a freak because my mother is a hyena and my father was a lion, but we’re not too different. I want to die to escape the misery of being ugly and without true love and you wish to die to escape hate.”


        “I wonder how you know that,” I said, keeping my composure over my obvious curiosity.


        “A little birdie told me.”


        “Heh. Kweu isn’t that stupid.”


        “It doesn’t matter now. I’ve lured you here for obvious reasons. But, it’s for a good cause. I’m sure you do not mind, considering you want to die. I brought you here because we’re kindred spirits.”


        “Kindred spirits? Well, half of you is. But, if you want to kill me so I can escape my misery, it’s quite an honor. But, I decided I’m not ready to die yet.”


        “I’m already tired of living. So, I want both of us, beasts, to die and race to Hell together. Come here and die with me.”


I wore a serious expression and snarled. With my claws unsheathed, I crouched down, ready to fight. Ru-gal smiled, “You want to fight…in your condition?” Then, a hyena stepped in front of me and cackled annoyingly. “You’re too weak after our last fight. You can’t even strike me,” he said. I stared at him, growling softly. The hyena grinned at me. “You’re weak.”


        “Crazy, maybe,” I said. “But, weak, NEVER!!”


Then, I swiped the hyena across the jaw, sending him in the air and into a pile of rocks nearby. Then, a hyena cried, “KILL HIM!!”





    The hyenas came from the hiding places and charged me. The hyenas surrounded me and I lost glimpse of Ru-gal. But, without hesitation, I swiped at the hyenas and pawed them away. I back kicked them from behind and swung them around into each other or hard into pillars. After that wave of hyenas were taken care of, I ran down the walkway to find Ru-gal. But, more hyenas popped out of nowhere and attacked. I was determined to track down Ru-gal, so, without stopping, I swiped the hyenas away as soon as they reached my attacking range. Then, I found a curving staircase and ran up it. Then, I reached the upper platform of the church and found most of the other hyenas. I fought desperately against the hyenas, either ramming them into the wall or knocking them down from the platform to the bottom. After I beat another wave of hyenas, I started to walk, but I crouched down, stunned. I was starting to bleed in my belly. Drops of blood fell to the floor, making a small puddle. But, I recovered from that sharp pain and ran off to find Ru-gal. 





    One after another, hyenas came after me and leapt at me, all eager to kill me. But, I struggled to fight them and stay alive. I wondered why I’m actually fighting to stay alive, but this time, I had an answer. I slapped another hyena away and he fell off the platform and crashed in a rock pile. I panted as I waited for another hyena. But, all was quiet. So, I walked off further on the upper platform. I made it to a walkway guarded by a fence and a broken glass window. I looked outside to see it raining more. Then, suddenly, lightning struck and hits a small wooden slab. Fire appeared and spread in front of the opening in the wall. I panted in shock after the sudden blast. Then, I felt someone creeping behind me. I turned around and saw Ru-gal clawing at me. He hit me across the jaw and I collapsed shortly. Then, he jumped over me and ran off somewhere else. I got up and started to follow him. But, before I went, I looked to one piece of wood with fire at the end of it. Taking a big risk, I took it in my mouth and ran with it.





    Then, I reached another part in the church and looked around for Ru-gal. He was nowhere to be found. But, something caught my eye. It were several wooden barrels with human’s writing on it against the wall. It read “Gun Powder.” I heard of that and I looked to the fire I held. Then, I smiled as I thought of a plan. Then, Ru-gal appeared next to me! He swiped me across the jaw again, making me drop the log. Then, I clawed at him back. We wrestled around each other and jumped away. Then, we both swiped at each other and hit each other in the same time. After I backed away, I made a hole in the floor with my left hind leg and I collapsed to the floor right beside the fiery log. After I grabbed it with my left paw, Ru-gal jumped at me and forced his claw toward my neck. But, he stopped as I aimed my claw against his neck. We glared at each other with wild and rageful expressions. Our faces with drenched in blood as we stared at each other with cold, beastly glares. Ru-gal grinned venomously, “Do you know what we look like right now?”


        I grinned back, “What?”


        “A bloodthirsty beast, an animal nobody loves, but hates. A creature without any reason of existence. That’s what we both are. Our blood is exactly the same. That’s why we must die together.”


        “Is that so? Well, I decided to clean my dirty blood this very morning.”


        “So, WHY DO YOU FEEL LIKE STAYING ALIVE?!!” Ru-gal yelled.


With that, we both struck each other in our necks. Ru-gal jumped back, holding his wound in pain. I pushed the log away and held my own wound. Then, Ru-gal leapt at me, ready to deal me a death blow with a crazed grin. I looked to the side and saw the log next to one barrel and smiled back at Ru-gal. Then, before Ru-gal could get me, I caught him with my feet and pushed back into the air. Then, briskly, I stood up and ran toward the glass wall behind me. With the rest of my strength with me, I rammed against the wall with my shoulder, shattering it. I flew outside after I broke the glass wall and started to take the long, fateful fall to the ground.





    Time seemed to slow down at this very moment. I caught a glimpse of the airborne Ru-gal with a shocked expression as a burst of fire flew at him. Then, I wore a dazed and weak expression as I fell to my death. A familiar song played in my head as I fell. The glass shards around me seemed to dance around me as the song played. In my eyes, I thought, “Sarabi…” In my mind, I saw Sarabi staring at me with a timid smile. I saw the den and the pride I left behind. I was falling. My life past before my eyes as time slowed down. I saw Taka and I walking in that dead forest. I saw us fighting those damned hyenas. In my eyes, I thought, “Sarabi…” I saw her walking with me back to Pride Rock that day. I saw myself fighting all the hyenas when they abandoned Taka and went after me. I was falling while rain and glass shards dazzled around me. I thought of when Taka got that scar. As glass shards danced around me, in my eyes, I thought, “Sarabi…” I saw myself walking into this church. I thought of my father roaring in ecstasy. I then saw my mother under him, shouting out his name. I saw watching them…making love. I saw the rain that I welcomed when I came here. In my eyes, I thought, “Sarabi…” The glass shards dazzled around me. I saw Taka and I smiling at each other while we fought those damned hyenas. I was falling while rain and glass shards dazzled around me. I saw Sarabi walking to Sarafina, Taka, Zazu, and me and I found out she followed me to the Forbidden Cavern. I saw the rain. In my eyes, I thought… I saw my father crying under the afternoon sun. I saw my mother coming to him and they met in a passionate kiss. I saw them nuzzle against each other slowly, circling around each other and staring in each other’s eyes. I was falling… I saw myself get back up from the fight. I saw myself watching my parents make love. “Sarabi…” I saw the hyenas charging at me, and I grinned maliciously as blood drooled from my mouth and forehead. I saw the rain that I welcomed. In my eyes, I thought… The church exploded! Fire blazed and a brilliant flash of light sparked. In my eyes, I thought, “Sarabi…”





    The song still echoed through my mind. I trembled around as I tried to walk away. The rain still poured. I couldn’t focus. My eyes were failing me. But, I was alive. I thought of all my moments in my past. Hate was around me, but there was also love. Unbelievable. There was love around me after all. That was hate, but love was there, too. And my crush on that girl finally made me realize it. I was in love with her, and she saved me. She saved me twice. I’ll never forget that this is why I’m still alive. In fact, I see her right now. She’s running at me. I felt myself smile. “Sa…Sarabi…” I murmured. Then, as the song died down, I fell to the ground, passing out yet again…





    …Humming…Someone was humming. I woke up from my slumber and looked out to see outside the den. It was still night. It should be past midnight if the moon was just right. All the lionesses were asleep along with Dad and Mom. Then, I looked to my right side and saw her again, nuzzling against me and humming a beautiful song. Sarabi! I rose my head, but Sarabi nuzzled up closer under my chin. I looked at Sarabi and felt myself blush again. I couldn’t tell if Sarabi was intently doing this or if she’s dreaming. She was still humming that beautiful melody. Then, I softly nudged her. Then, Sarabi stopped humming and opened her eyes. She looked up and gasped as she saw me! But, she didn’t back away. She just stared into my eyes and I stared back. I couldn’t look away from Sarabi’s beautiful and curious eyes. And I can tell she couldn’t look away from mine. Then, I purred and nuzzled her. “Could you hum that beautiful song just like that again? For me?” I pleaded. Sarabi smiled and rested her head against me and closed her eyes. She started to hum again. I found it completely soothing, like one of mother’s old lullabies. I then rested my head on top of Sarabi’s. She continued humming and I listened until we both fell back to sleep…  





    …I still heard humming. I slowly opened my eyes. I was back in Pride Rock again. I looked over to see Sarafina humming to herself. Then, Sarafina looked at me and stopped humming. “Oh, you’re awake! At least you weren’t out for two days like last time,” she said. I stared at her and slowly blinked. “You can be so stupid sometimes! All of us were worried sick, especially Sarabi. She’s real mad at you, so that’s why she’s not here this time. I would just love to see how you’re going to make this up for her. She followed you and brought you back, you know.” Then, I grunted and struggled to raise my right paw. Then, I weakly gestured for her to come closer. Sarafina got up and bowed her head over mine. Then, I said with a weak grin, “You can’t sing.” Sarafina blinked at me in surprise and glared at me angrily. I chuckled weakly and softly. But, Sarafina raised her paw and smacked my sensitive belly hard! “OWWW!!!!!!!!!” I roared. Then, Sarafina stormed off in anger. The pain hurt so much that it brought tears in my eyes. Then, I looked over and saw my dad looking at me. He had an amused grin on his face and chuckled, “Well, that’s a worthwhile punishment for ya.” I weakly smiled at him and chuckled to myself as Dad walked off. “What a day,” I sighed…





Entry 195: “A Mate in the Meadows”


    It’s been three years. After those three long years, I worked to better my life. I’m holding on for as long as I can. I still am haunted by that predicted future. But, I always keep my mind on what my father said about making your own destiny. I say he’s right and I’ll keep that in mind. But, only until I find an answer to my existence will I find peace. And I think I found it. It’s before my very eyes. She can be the very thing that can answer my question. Should I die…or can I live my life with the most beautiful lioness in Pride Rock, Sarabi?





    I was awake. I stepped out off Pride Rock in my grace. I stretched and yawned to let off that will to go back to sleep. I shook my huge red mane blooming like a flower around my neck. My crimson eyes sparkled in brilliance of my plan for the perfect day. I wore my friendliest smile. I was an adult lion at last and proud of it!





    In the early morning, Dad went off in patrol once more. He was getting old, but he’s still strong in will and spirit in my eyes. Mom was always there to care for me, even though I could take care of myself. Zazu is so attached to me that he tries to never leave my side. God, I know he wants to become my majordomo someday, but he’s pushing it. Taka, however, was taking a dramatic change. Ever since he got that scar, the lionesses always teased and made fun of him because he got it from a hyena of all things and he looks funny. Some lionesses even started to name him “Scar.” And since Dad’s almost never around the rock, he can’t do anything about it to make them stop. Besides, Taka’s too stubborn to let anyone make his life better. Sarafina’s doing well at the moment. But, it seems her relationship with Taka is wavering. As for Sarabi, oh, what a carefree spirit! She couldn’t be more fine, if you catch my meaning. She is very popular with the other lionesses, not to mention the best huntress. Well, she learned from the best, my mother. She and Sarafina are very close friends; they’re almost like sisters. She used to be scared of me, but we started to become the best of friends, even though we had little, meaningless spats and all. But now, let’s say I have the hots for that girl and I’ll try my best to make her mine.





    I walked off into the pridelands, trying to find Sarabi. Everyone said that she was off hunting on her own. She really isn’t supposed to do that, but my mother allowed it. I still smiled as happily as I could and hopped about in overexcited joy. I even lifted my bottom half of my body up in the air and clicked the heels of my hind legs. I didn’t even think of the bad things that could possibly happen. There was nothing for me to be sad about. I only cared about seeing Sarabi all alone. Then, I saw her. There she was, sitting on a rock, bathing her paws. Sarabi…





    I sighed contentedly and purred at the sight. Then, nervously but confidently, I sauntered over to her. Sarabi continued licking and didn’t stop until she noticed me. She looked over and smiled. “Oh, hello, Mufasa,” she greeted. 


        “Well, hello there,” I greeted back. “Did you have a good hunt?”


As I asked that question, I circled around the rock Sarabi was resting on without looking away. Sarabi followed me and answered, “Well, not too bad. But, when did you wake up? You nearly slept the whole morning.”


        “Ooh, I did?” I purred seductively. “Oh, I couldn’t tell. I’m seeing something as…beautiful as a sunrise right now.”


        “Really? Hmm, how considerate of you,” Sarabi giggled.


Then, Sarabi blinked at me as she saw the seductive gleam in my eyes. “Mufasa, is there something on your mind?” she asked.


        “Several things, but I’m thinking about one in particular. You interested?”


Sarabi blinked and looked away. “Well, yes. But, I…” she murmured. Sarabi hopped from her boulder and turned her back on me. She looked nervous about something. I know. She’s feeling a bit scared. I know how she feels. I’m plenty scared too to be acting this way. But, I loved her and I have to make her love me too.  So, I walked to her and nuzzled her. I put my left paw over Sarabi’s right paw and grinned at her. “Don’t be scared. You’re not speaking to the beast,” I purred. Then, I walked by her, my body rubbing against hers. I even motioned my tail to nuzzle under her muzzle. “Mufasa…” she said. I looked back to her and winked. I saw Sarabi blushing. I chuckled, “You’re blushing. How do you feel now?”


        “I feel…warmth. That actually felt…nice,” she answered.


        “That’s exactly what I was aiming for. Say, show me how strong you are.”


        Sarabi gasped, “Mufasa, right here and now?!”


I burst out laughing, realizing that Sarabi thought I meant to fuck her. I thought it was so funny that she actually thought ahead of what I wanted. This may be easier than I thought. I turned around and chuckled to myself, “Oh, Sarabi, that’s not what I meant. But, maybe I’ll think about that.” Sarabi blushed even brighter and laughed at herself. “Oh, sorry. So what did you mean?”


        “I’m plenty hungry right now. I want you to hunt me a nice big antelope for me, but if you fail, well, I won’t be so happy,” I suggested, winking.


Sarabi gasped and nodded. “Yes, sir! I’ll hunt you one!” she panicked. I could tell she looked scared and afraid I’ll lose my temper if she failed. But, either way, I’ll see what she’s made of. I looked to the distance and saw a lone antelope at the distance. I slurped my lips and pointed at it. “I want THAT one. Go get it for me,” I purred. Sarabi looked to see the antelope and nodded loyally. Then, Sarabi sighed and walked off. 





    I sighed deeply and lied down on the boulder Sarabi was resting on earlier. The antelope was busy grazing while Sarabi crouched in the convenient yellow grass, camouflaging herself. That was the reason I picked that antelope. I saw Sarabi stalking her prey stealthfully. I looked on, already impressed. She got closer and closer to it as I continued to watch. The antelope then lifted its head, sensing danger. That’s what Sarabi was waiting for. Then, Sarabi ran at the antelope, roaring ferociously! The antelope ran desperately for its life, but Sarabi clawed its left hind leg. As the antelope lost balance, Sarabi caught her chance and her prey. She sunk her fangs into the antelope’s neck and pinned it down on the ground. I blinked in awe and clapped happily. “All right! Good job, Sarabi!” I cheered. Sarabi rose up and smiled at me triumphantly and picked up her prey and walked to take it over to me. I smiled and sighed in amazement. She never thought to see a lioness take down her prey that fast when so many odds were against her. It was wonderful. 





    Sarabi came back and placed the antelope in front of me. Sarabi meekly smiled and said, “Um, here you go.”


        “That was great. I’m impressed,” I said, smiling.


Then, I got up and went to the antelope. But, before I started to feast, I looked back to Sarabi and said, “Well, come on; you can eat it with me.”


        “Huh? Oh, no, it’s not proper. You should always have a antelope for yourself.”


        “True, but I’m feeling generous.”


Sarabi thought for a moment, unable to find the will to move. So, I walked behind her and nudged her. “Come on, come on! I’m serious!” I insisted. Then, I went back to the antelope next to Sarabi and we both started to eat the antelope together.





    Later, Sarabi and I walked on together through the pridelands. “Mufasa, come on! Tell me!” Sarabi whined. “What is this surprise you teasing me about?” 


        “You’ll see,” I purred seductively.


        “Oh, I don’t like surprises! Tell me now!”


        “Be patient,” I chuckled.


Sarabi’s nagging me because, after we finished eating, I promised Sarabi to give her a little surprise. But, Sarabi jumped around me like an over-curious cub, wanting to know what the surprise was. I chuckled at her over-excitement and then stopped walking. “Okay, Sarabi, we’re close. Now, close your eyes,” I said. Sarabi looked at me in suspicion. “Come on, it’s a surprise! So, close your eyes!” I insisted. Then, Sarabi finally closed her eyes. I waved my paw in front of her, but she didn’t follow it. I chuckled quietly and excitedly. “Now, follow my voice,” I said. Then, as I walked backwards, Sarabi followed me by my voice. We walked up a huge hill for quite a while as I talked to Sarabi. “Are we there yet?” Sarabi wondered.


        “Not yet. It’s just up this hill,” I said.


        “Okay.”


Then, I finally read the top and I halted Sarabi with one arm. After Sarabi stopped, she said, “Now, can I open them?”


        “Whenever you’re ready,” I purred.


Sarabi opened her eyes and she stared at the sight. We were both setting sights on a huge meadow full of flowers and tall grass. The wind blew through the beautiful sight brought alive by nature. Sarabi awed and purred, “Oh, it’s so beautiful.”


        “Isn’t it so? Mother told me about this place. Its rumored name is ‘The Meadow of Dreams.’ It’s the most beautiful part of the pridelands and anyone can see the beauty of this place, even if the flowers and grass die.”


        “Oh, god. I never seen anything so gorgeous in my life.”


As we stared at the meadow, I smiled lustfully and whispered, “Really? I have.” Sarabi looked toward me with a wondering stare. Sarabi and I stared at each other with intense gleams in our eyes. “Mufasa…I…” Sarabi tried to say.


        “You don’t need to say anything,” I replied softly.


        “But, you don’t…understand…”


I placed a paw softly over Sarabi’s lips and grinned with a completely seductive grin. Sarabi blinked at me and blushed. I barely had control over my next action. I was trapped in my lust. I was in love. So, I…I licked Sarabi against her cheek! 





    Sarabi jumped and stared at me in complete shock. I was just as shocked but I hid it under my lustful stare. Sarabi backed away, but she couldn’t look away from me. But, I still followed my heart and followed her. I stepped in front of her and kissed her again in her lips. Then, I broke away and slowly nuzzled around her in full circle. Then, I walked away toward the meadow. Then, I looked back to the awing Sarabi and winked. I walked off into the meadow. I looked at the tranquil flowers around me and took the wind blowing against me and through my mane. I smiled and looked back to see Sarabi timidly walking to me. I turned and Sarabi walked up to me, staring with a lustful stare. As we stared, we walked around in a circle, much like my mother and father did that one time. We circled around almost like two times, I think. Then, Sarabi walked under me and nuzzled under my chin. We purred together in lovesick ecstasy. Then, we nudged against our shoulders, trying to push each other back. I chuckled as I pushed her and she giggled when she pushed me. Then, Sarabi laughed and ran off, her tail nuzzling under my chin. I purred and ran after her. We jumped around at each other and pawed at each other playfully. Then, I jumped at Sarabi, but she jumped under me and met under my chin. She nuzzled her neck, body, and tail under my chin. Then, Sarabi finally lied down, showing herself to me. I stared. It’s happening. She’s actually going to let me mate her! I gulped but I exhaled and purred with a big grin. Then, I walked toward Sarabi, feeling myself maturing. I was still trapped in my lust and soon stood over Sarabi. We didn’t speak at all at this critical moment. It was something born from my wildest dreams. We were going to mate…





Entry 196: “The Morose Runaway”


    The morning sun glowed in the sky. I woke up and looked up toward the sky. I smiled happily and looked down to see Sarabi sleeping next to me. I still couldn’t believe we did it. We mated. No, we made love. Twice. We made love two glorious times. I felt like a new lion that day from before. Sarabi was just magnificent. She said I was too. And she cried. She cried herself to sleep. I looked toward her again and licked her forehead. “Wake up,” I purred. I nudged her. Then, she slowly opened her eyes and lifted her head. She looked toward me and gasped to see me beside her. Then, she started to cry again. But, it wasn’t like last night. She looked like she was crying in shame. “What’s wrong?” I asked.


        “I…” Sarabi murmured. “I can’t believe…I did it…with you. Oh, Mufasa, I…”


Then, she got up on her feet and backed away from me. I blinked in confusion and got on my feet and faced her. “What’s wrong, Sarabi? Answer me,” I pleaded.


        “Mufasa, do you…love me?”


        “Of course, I do. I told you that several times last night.”


        “And…I love you, too. That’s why…that’s why…”


Then, Sarabi ran away! I gasped and ran after her. But, Sarabi was quick and I easily lost her. “Sarabi? What’s going on?” I wondered. Sarabi really seemed distressed. It seems like she’s hiding something from me. And something told me I don’t want to know what. But, I had to know. So, I ran from the meadow, back to Pride Rock.





    I ran and ran. The adrenaline and fear of the truth made me run faster than I ever did. Through the grasslands and herds of antelope, I continued running. I panted, but I wasn’t tired. I was almost home. Good. I must catch up to Sarabi. Suddenly, someone flew by my left side and cried, “Hey, Lord Mufasa! What’s the hurry?” I looked to see Zazu, an adult hornbill, soaring beside me as I ran. “No time to explain! But, did you see Sarabi?” I asked.


        “Yeah. She looked real frightened! I tried to ask her what was wrong, but she swatted me away and ran off. Ungrateful, if you ask me.”


        “Sorry, Zazu.”


Then, I ran off with Zazu flying behind me.





    I made it to Pride Rock. I panted as I looked toward it while Zazu was perched on my shoulder. “She was definitely heading here, Lord Mufasa,” Zazu said.


        “Right. Zazu, please wait here. I’ll be back in just a moment,” I said.


Zazu shook his head in answer and flew to the ground. While Zazu stayed put, I walked up the stairs to the promontory. I looked around, but I heard no one. The lionesses must be all gone hunting. Then, I heard shouting. It sounded like Taka and Sarafina. “See?! You don’t know how to receive pity!” Sarafina cried.


        “Just SHUT UP, STUPID DOG!” Taka cried out.


It sounded like it was coming from behind Pride Rock. I walked down the pathway leading to the back of Pride Rock and hid against the wall and peeked from it. I looked to see Taka and Sarafina arguing while Sarabi was lying on the ground, crying. I hid back against the wall, eavesdropping on them. But, I was going to regret it.





    I heard Sarafina shouting, “Taka, leave Sarabi alone! What she did was for friendship!”


        “Friendship?! So, we mate each other and I find you talking about that you couldn’t wait until Mufasa has his way with you. That’s friendship?!” Taka shot back. “And you say that you only did it with me just in pity?!”


        “All the lionesses did because we felt sorry for you. You took insults and little jeers from all the other animals because of that ridiculous scar.”


        “Just keep quiet! And Sarabi! You were the last lioness to use me like that. We partied several times days ago, and you only did it in pity too?”


I gasped! I felt something just strike my heart the moment I heard that. Sarabi had already mated with Taka?! I couldn’t believe it. This couldn’t be. The memories of the intimate time Sarabi and I had quickly disappeared. Sadness plagued me once again. The prediction was right. I can never see true love. All I’ll see is lies and hate. I’m hearing hate right now. And Sarabi lied to me the whole time. She used me. Sarabi used me! Then, suddenly, my sadness disappeared after a tear fell from my eye. I felt nothing at the moment. Then, I felt a new emotion. Hate. Hate! Hate!! I stepped out of hiding and roared out, “SARABI!!” 





    Taka, Sarafina, and especially that wretched Sarabi jumped and looked to see me. I stared in a cold glare. I stared in a rageful glare. But, I completely ignored Taka and Sarafina. I was staring at that dog. Sarabi. I slowly walked toward them in quiet anger. “Mufasa? Were you there the whole time?” Taka wondered. I didn’t answer. I didn’t even hear him, I think. I didn’t care. I was staring at Sarabi. Sarabi stood up and looked at me in a fearful stare. “Mufasa, I tried to tell you…” she tried to say.


        “SHUT UP!!” I roared.


Sarabi quickly silenced herself and crouched down like a frightened little cub. I stomped closer to Sarabi. Closer. Closer. Then, I stopped and stared at the frightened Sarabi. “Sarabi…” I snarled quietly. Sarabi slowly looked up at me in tears. “Mufasa, please…forgive me. I…I…tried to tell you…”


        “Why?” I interrupted. “Why did you use me like that? I loved you. We made love under the night sky two times yesterday. My lust I released on you was from the heart. I made love to you. But, you didn’t, did you? It was a lie, wasn’t it?”


        “I meant no harm. I…”


        “Do you realize WHAT YOU DID TO ME?!!” I roared.


Then, I slapped Sarabi hard across the face. She spun around two times in the air before she landed on the ground. I growled in crazed anger at Sarabi. Then, Sarabi refused to get up. She was softly weeping. Good. I made her cry. I had nothing left to say. I turned around and started to walk off. “Mufasa…” Sarafina murmured. But, I snarled at her to make her shut up. It did. Then, I continued to walk away. Then, I heard Sarabi cry out loudly. She was sobbing. I didn’t care anymore. I hated her. I will never forgive Sarabi at all for this. Then, I walked until I disappeared from Taka and Sarafina’s sights.





    I walked to the front of Pride Rock and slowly walked down the stairs. Zazu spotted me and flew to me. He perched on my head and wondered, “What’s wrong?”


        “I don’t want to talk about it,” I murmured.


        “So, I guess I should leave you alone?”


        “Please?” I sniffed.


Then, Zazu flew away. I loved that Zazu. He can always understand and respect me. With that, I slowly walked off to that place again. I was heading for the Forbidden Cavern.





    At the Forbidden Cavern, I already made it to the forest. I was resting on a rock never the lake. I lied there, thinking of the night I spent with Sarabi. It was a complete waste. Then, my anger rose again and I stomped the rock. I didn’t even care about the pain I gave myself. I jumped from the rock and roared loudly. My roar echoed around the whole forest. Then, I pawed the ground angrily, making short grunts after each hit. Then, I stopped and lied my head against the ground. Then, as I lied there, I started to sob. I cried in complete sorrow. I wished this were all a dream. But, it was indeed reality. I cried some more. Then, I stood up and bowed my head, still sobbing. “Mufasa?” someone murmured. I recognized that voice. I looked behind my shoulder and saw Sarafina. I looked away and snarled, “What? What do you want?”


        “I wanted to say I’m sorry,” she said.


        “No apology will cheer me up. Leave me alone.”


Then, Sarafina walked next to me. “Mufasa, you have to cheer up. What if you do something crazy?”


        “What, you think I’ll kill myself?” I chuckled in self-pity. “You’re a bit late; that thought already crossed my mind.”


Then, Sarafina nuzzled against me. “Please, cheer up. I don’t want to lose you,” she said. I looked toward Sarafina and grinned seductively. “You come to pity me, too, like you did Taka?” I said. Sarafina jumped away and looked at me in worry. I sighed and looked away toward the pool. “Mufasa, I know you. If you really thought about killing yourself, you would’ve done so already. Are you thinking about…Sarabi?” I didn’t look back to Sarafina, but I knew she was right. “Look, we’re best friends. I hate seeing you all sad like this, especially knowing of your predicted future. I’ll do anything to ease your pain.” Then, Sarafina got in front of me, picked up my right paw, and placed it against her chest. “You can even let out your anger on me. If killing me will make you think twice about death, then kill me now.” I blinked at Sarafina incredulously and took my paw away from her. “You…can stop teasing me now,” I murmured. But, I found out that Sarafina was dead serious. Sarafina then nuzzled around me, purring, came back in front of me, and planted a kiss in my lips. My eyes widened as I kissed her…for the first time. After she pulled away, I stared at her. “So, you’re serious,” I murmured.


        “I can never lie to you. We’re friends, remember?” Sarafina replied, smiling.


Then, I walked to her and placed my chin over Sarafina’s head. I felt Sarafina nuzzle in my mane. Then, I lifted my arms and wrapped them around Sarafina’s neck…





    …As the night sky was over us, I rested near the pool. Then, Sarafina walked over me. As she stood over me, she smiled. “Mufasa?”


        “Yes?” I wondered.


        “What about Sarabi?”


        “What about her?”


        “Can you forgive her? She really loves you.”


I looked toward Sarafina blankly, and I looked away with a small scoff. Then, Sarafina sighed, “At least think about it.”


        I nodded and replied, “Sarafina, can you sleep with me tonight?”


Sarafina nodded and, without moving from our current spot, we fell asleep…





    At midnight, I woke up. I looked around and saw that Sarafina was sleeping next to me. I sighed and whispered, “Sorry.” Then, I got up and tiptoed away from Sarafina. Then, after I got enough distance from her, I ran off. I past the border of the forest and found a large spread of land in front of me. I sighed and proceeded to walk away from home, away from Sarabi. I want nothing to do with that cheating hyena ever again. But, for some reason, I still can’t get her out of my mind. Why? Well, that’s the most incredible thing. It sounds stupid and makes no sense, but the truth is…I still love her…





Entry 197: “Homeland of the Mirage”


    At the time morning past, I woke up, sitting on a rock covered in snow. I yawned and jumped off. I stepped in the snowy ground and walked off further in the snowy world I stumbled in last night.





    There were mountains covered in snow in the background. Snow covered dead trees all around. In fact, there were several trees around. I walked through the dead forest and looked around. There was silence. Nothing was stirring about except me. I looked and looked as I tried to find somewhere to rest peacefully. 





    Still, everything was silent. Quiet. Too quiet. I stopped walking and looked around in suspicion. I was starting to pick up this strange smell. I sniffed. The smell was getting stronger. Then, I heard distant growling. I jumped and looked to the left. That sound was coming through there. The smell was getting stronger and mustier. Then, the growl was louder and bits of snow fell to the ground from tree limbs. I gulped and backed away. I looked around and felt rumbling under my feet. The growl was even louder. It sounded like it was real close. I backed away nervously, still looking around. Then, I nudged my rump into something behind me. I jumped and turned around in a panic! It was Sarafina! “Sarafina!” I cried.


        “Are you trying to run away?” Sarafina giggled.


        “Why are you following me?”


        “If I told you once, I told you hundreds of times. We’re friends, remember?”


I sighed and weakly chuckled. “Whatever,” I purred. “At least I have one friend with me.” With that, Sarafina and I walked off together through the forest.





    Moments later, Sarafina and I made it out of the forest and looked down a hill that led to a frozen pool of water. I looked down with Sarafina and she backed away. “Uh, I don’t know about this,” Sarafina said.


        I chuckled, “Oh, don’t have your tail between your legs.”


I got behind Sarafina and nudged her from behind. Sarafina screamed and rolled down the hill. I blinked and chuckled uneasily. “Oops.” Then, I purposely rolled down the hill. I made it to the bottom of the hill and slid on the ice pool on my chest. I circled around across the pool and flew into a snowy mound, where Sarafina was already at. I burst out of the snow and laughed heartily. I looked toward Sarafina and saw that she’s covered in snow, completely cold, and a stern expression shot towards me. “Don’t ever do that AGAIN,” she growled.


        “Yes, ma’am,” I chuckled.





    After a while, we walked further and further into the world of snow and further and further away from home. I really stumped myself. I was running away from Sarabi, but I can’t get her out my mind. After all she did to me, I’m looking for her. Didn’t I hate her? Why do I still care for her? Is this poor judgment on my part? I don’t know, but darned if I ever see her again. Then, suddenly, I heard a scream! It was faint, but it was loud that it reached me. Sarafina stopped and looked around. “Where did that come from?” she wondered. Then, a roar shortly followed. It wasn’t a lion; it sounded more like a bear. “Maybe we should walk somewhere else,” I suggested. Sarafina gladly nodded and we both started off to another direction. Then, the scream was heard again. That time, I heard the cry well enough to recognize it. It was her! “Sarabi!” Then, I turned around and ran toward the scream, leaving Sarafina behind. “Hey! Wait for me!” Sarafina cried after me. I ran in desperation to make it there in time. If my guess is right, that scream came from Sarabi. And she must be fighting a grizzly bear. I felt the same adrenaline rush to get there in time, the same rush I felt from before. It sounded like Sarabi was in trouble. I had to help her. I must run faster! Please, don’t let me be too late! Please!





    I ran and ran up a short hill once I made it to it. I ran up quickly, tripping a bit but quickly recovering. The scream was heard again, only this time it sounded like a scream of pain. I roared and jumped high in the air the moment I made it to the top of the hill. As I flew in the air, I saw Sarabi against a dead tree, at the mercy of a giant brown grizzly bear! I was still roaring as I landed on the back of the bear and bit into its neck. It roared loudly and moved around. I tried to hold on, but I was thrown off. But, I landed on my feet and roared at the bear ferociously. Then, I slowly backed away to the tree Sarabi was near and looked down to her. “Are you okay?” I cried. Sarabi weakly got back up and gasped as she laid eyes on me again. “Mufasa! What are you…?”


        “Forget it,” I replied with a look of relief. 


Sarafina jumped next to me and, suddenly, Zazu flew over us. “Zazu? You’re here too?” I murmured. Before Zazu could answer, the bear roared as it bared fangs toward us. I looked toward the beaten Sarabi and looked back toward the bear. “Sarafina, take care of Sarabi,” I said. Then, I charged at the bear alone.





    I jumped at the bear and scratched against his nose. I roared in pain and stared at me with a hideous stare. I landed on the ground and ran away. I roared at the bear, taunting it. The bear then started to run after me. Then, I started to run away with the bear following me. I ran down the hill and I ran as quickly as I can. I looked back several times to make sure the bear is still chasing me. That’s exactly what I was counting on. After a long run, I made it back to the pool of ice. I jumped on the ice and slid across it. The bear followed me and stomped on the ice. But, he wasn’t cracking it like I anticipated! I spun around to face the bear in disbelief. The ice was too hard. Then, I sighed as I thought of the last resort. “This is crazy!” I snarled. Then, as I made it to the snowy border around the pool, I jumped on the pool again, this time charging the bear. The bear roared at me ferociously, but I was ready to pull off this crazy move. I jumped and tackled the bear, forcing him to fall against the ice on his back. With the force of my tackle on top of him, it managed to crack the ice. Then, suddenly, the ice under us shattered and we both fell in! 





    In the ice cold water, the bear slowly sunk to a watery grave. I was frantically swimming up toward the hole. Then, with a burst of strength, I leapt out of the water! I landed on the ice floor of the pool again and slid toward more stable land. I let myself slide on the ice, freezing cold and shivering all over. I looked to see the other cheering from the snow border in front of me. I trembled terribly. My teeth were even shivering. But, I managed to smile in triumphant. After I made it to the border, Sarabi and Sarafina held me and took me on the snow. I slowly walked from them and lied down in the snow, curling myself up desperately trying to get warm. Shivering, I stammered, “Brrrrrrr! That…was the…most…sssstupidiest thing…I eeeever done!” Then, I looked toward Sarabi and Zazu and smiled. Then, I calmed down from my chills and said, “But, I couldn’t let you die.”


        “Thanks a lot for saving us, Lord Mufasa,” Zazu said.


Sarabi walked toward me in urgency and, without a second doubt, she nuzzled me in my head. “Mufasa, I’m so glad you’re all right!” she cried. “I saw you go into the ice water with that awful bear and…and…I thought…”


        “I was going to die? Oh, I was. But, the will to stay alive came back to me…because of you. You saved me again.”


        “Oh, no. Don’t talk anymore. I’ll try and keep you warm.”


Then, Sarabi nuzzled close into me in the right side and wrapped her tail around mine. She even placed her left arm over me and held my arms with her right arm. I shivered, but the small heat she had left around her body kept my a bit warm and comfortable. She nuzzled her head against mine and purred along with me. “Sarabi, I don’t think I’ve forgiven you yet,” I said. “But, why are you here?”


        “I think Sarafina already told you. I loved you, so I proved it by leaving your life forever. I was going home so you won’t ever see me again. But, I thought you would be happy that I was leaving. Why are you here?


        “Well, maybe I…I ran away from you, too,” I chuckled in answer.


Sarabi and I laughed at the incredible coincidence and she purred as she nuzzled me. I completely forgot about my chills and felt completely hot…for her. Then, Sarafina teased, “Ooh, look at the happy couple.” Sarabi and I grinned at Sarafina and Zazu. “So, we found each other. Now what?” Zazu wondered.


        “Well, should we go back to Pride Rock?” Sarafina suggested.


        “I guess,” I murmured. “I feel a lot better now.”


But, Sarabi suddenly detested. “No! Not yet!” We looked toward Sarabi. She had a worried expression on her face. “Please, can’t I see my home one more time?” she pleaded. I looked at her in sympathy. Sarabi had to be homesick since she’s been at Pride Rock for quite a number of years. So, I grinned and answered, “Okay. Lead the way.”


        Zazu gasped, “Are you crazy?! We’ll get in huge trouble!”


        “We’re already in trouble, Zazu. Besides, why not?”


        “I’m game!” Sarafina added.


        “Oh, okay!” Zazu said. “But, Dad is NOT going to be too happy about this.”


        “Well, why are you here in the first place?” I laughed.


        “Someone had to escort the lady home.”


        “Whatever. Well, Sarabi? Lead the way.”


Sarabi smiled and gladly lead us toward our destination.





    All of us set out through the snowy world. As moments went by, we soon made it to a land that wasn’t completely covered in snow and wasn’t too cold. The trees and all of nature seemed to grow fine here, with little snow around. It was still chilly, but it was very tolerable. Zazu flew down from the sky and hovered next to me. “Lord Mufasa, how are you feeling?” he asked.


        “I’m feeling fine. Why did you ask?” I wondered.


        “Well, Sarabi told me everything. And I just wondered how you’re doing.”


        “Really, I’m fine. I’m…getting over it.”


Then, Sarafina whispered to me. “You know, you could’ve stayed down there in that ice water and drown. Wasn’t that what you were thinking of doing back at the Forbidden Cavern? Why the sudden reconsideration?” 


        “Well, maybe there’s hope for me yet,” I answered, staring at Sarabi ahead of us.


Then, Sarabi stopped and looked to the right. “Oh, yes! I’m home!” she exclaimed. We gathered around Sarabi and looked where she was looking and saw a huge rock formation that had two promontories from the main rock and several den openings around it. “Wow!” Sarafina exclaimed. “It’s as big as Pride Rock!”


        “No, bigger,” Zazu exaggerated.


        “This is it, right, Sarabi?” I wondered.


        “Yes. This is called Destiny Rock,” Sarabi answered.





    Sarabi led us to in front of Destiny Rock. Sarabi stopped and turned to us. “The pride must be behind the rock, but I know he’s around here somewhere. Wait here,” she said. Then, Sarabi walked off to one of the den openings. Who was “he,” I wonder. Then, Sarabi called, “Hey, Busara! Are you in there?” 


        “Busara?” I wondered. 


Then, a gray-furred lion with a white mane that had a black patch in the front came out the den and gasped. “Sarabi! You…you came back!” he exclaimed. Then, he hugged her happily. “Oh, God! I missed you. Look at you; you’ve grown so much!” 


        “You too,” Sarabi giggled. “I missed you so much.”


I felt a nudge behind me. I looked to see Sarafina hiding behind me, blushing. “Oh my God! That Busara fellow is cute!” she purred excitedly. Then, I looked back to see Sarabi and her friend walking back to us. Busara looked at me curiously. His dark red eyes looked into my eyes and sniffed. “Hmm. This must be your mate, huh, Sarabi? His scent is the same as yours,” he deduced. 


        “Uh, I guess you can say that,” Sarabi said.


        “I’m Mufasa,” I said. “Nice to meet you.”


        “Likewise. I’m Busara. The king is absent at the moment, so what do you want?”


I raised an eyebrow at Busara’s pushy attitude. But, Sarabi nudged me and meekly answered, “Don’t mind him. He’s the wisest lion of the kingdom and is very strict and loyal to the kingdom. Since you’re new, it’s no surprise he’ll act like that.” I nodded and looked back toward Busara. “Nothing, I just escorted Sarabi back home. That’s all,” I answered. 


        “Oh, really? You expect an reward or something?”


        “Busara, be nice!” Sarabi scolded.


        “Yes, yes. Sorry.”


Then, Zazu flew in front of Busara and cried, “You should certainly be respectful, you rapscallion! He’s of superiority over you, of course. So, watch your tongue!”


        “Oh, really? And you are?” Busara snarled.


        “I happen to be his future majordomo, little boy. Sarabi, you should really help this kid respect any stranger. His childish behavior is unforgivable.”


Zazu then flew away from Busara while Busara stared at Zazu with an annoyed expression. I chuckled at his expression. Then, Zazu cried out and I looked to see that Sarafina swatted him to the ground. “Don’t mouth out like that! Now who’s being a child?” she growled. Then, Sarafina walked to Busara, who was already looking at her. “I’m sorry about that. He’s a bit flighty, that’s all,” she apologized. Then, Busara made an actual smile and purred, “No, don’t worry about it. But, who might you be?”


        “Sarafina.”


Then, I stared carefully at Busara’s face and saw him blush brightly. Interesting. I think he might like Sarafina. Then, he saw me staring at him and angrily looked away. Oh yeah, it’s apparent. He likes her, all right. Then, I thought of something and looked to Sarabi. “Sarabi, I want to be alone for a while,” I said. “You can stay around here to catch up with your friends.”


        “But...” Sarabi tried to say.


        “No, I won’t leave without you. But, I’ll give you a fair choice to leave my life or come back home with me. I’ll be waiting for your answer. Zazu, Sarafina, you two stay here.”


Then, I turned to walk off on my own. 





    I walked away from the borderlands of Destiny Rock and rested in a cave nearby. As I settled myself to stay as warm as I can, I lied down my head, ready to sleep. But, before I did, I thought of Sarabi again. What decision will she make? As I thought of about it, I closed my eyes…





Entry 198: “The Miracle of Life”


    I opened my eyes again. I got up, stretching as hard as I could. Then, I walked out into the cold, harsh wasteland once again. I exhaled and the air that escaped me appeared in front of me in visible, faint blue air. Then, I walked off through the foot deep snow. Then, I stopped and shivered after the cold wind blew by me. “Brrrrrrrr! It’s freezing!” I slurred. “I’m not staying around here any longer!” With that, I ran off to find somewhere warm.





    After a long jog across the icelands, I finally made it around somewhere that was pretty warm and comfortable. I was in a land surrounded by mountains and rocky grounds. I was still near the borders of the icelands, but Sarabi should find me here to tell me her decision. I looked around to see a watering hole around. Suddenly, I spotted one in the ground near a mountainside. I walked to it and started to lick from it briskly. The water was clean and wet and delicious that I couldn’t stop drinking. After I drank all I wanted, I purred in satisfaction. Then, I looked over to see a gorge nearby. I was curious, so I walked over to the edge of the gorge. I gasped and looked in disgust at what I saw! Miles below me, there were several rocky spikes out of the ground and skeletons were scattered all over the place! The bone structures seemed to resemble rhinos and wildebeests. It was like a graveyard. I stared down at it gravely and blankly. Then, that thought echoed in my mind again. “That is your future, the future you wish to follow. Death. Death. Death…” I stared at the bottom of the gorge and murmured, “Death.” Then, I started to step forward toward the gorge, thinking of falling down there. I could end my life right here and nothing can stop me. This is what I wished for, after all. I want to escape hate. And the only way I can is…death…





    …But, I walked back. The thought of death quickly diminished into nothing. I shook my head. I stared at the possible leap of faith sternly and growled at it. “No! I’ll be darned if I do that,” I thought. “There’s no way that premonition is true. I will never believe it. Wait, why am I suddenly thinking that?” I wondered why I suddenly started to say that. But, I believed what I said. That’s what scares me. Then, before I thought more about it, I heard a dragging noise next and I turned around and gasped. It was Sarabi, and she was dragging a dead antelope with her in her mouth while a trail of blood followed. “Sarabi, it’s you,” I murmured. Sarabi put the antelope down and whispered, “Mufasa, are you okay?” 


        “It’s nothing. Let’s just leave this place,” I answered.


        “Right,” Sarabi nodded.


I went to pick up the antelope for Sarabi, but she stopped me by getting in front of me. “I was going to drag it for you,” I said.


        “I didn’t say it was yours yet, so your saliva’s not touching it,” Sarabi smiled slyly.


        “Oh, okay,” I purred, rolling my eyes.


Then, I walked off while Sarabi slowly followed, pulling the antelope with her.





    Later, Sarabi and I made it to a large grassland far from the icelands where several boulders and mounds and hills were all over. As Sarabi lied the antelope down, I looked back toward the direction where my life could’ve ended. I snarled and looked away. Then, Sarabi purred, “Don’t worry about it, Mufasa. Just sit here and eat.” I looked to Sarabi and saw her pawing the ground on her right side, inviting me. “So, you’ll share after all?” I laughed. Sarabi smiled and nodded her head. So, I walked next to her and lied down next to her. Then, without saying anything else, we both grabbed the antelope and sunk our fangs in the dead carcass. We ate the antelope as beastly as lions could and bit down in the carcass until we make it to the bones. It was a bloody meal, but all our meals were. Our faces and paws are stained in blood, but we paid no mind. He tore the veins, the skin, the muscles, everything but the bones and ate…together.   





    After a good while past, I fell to my side on the ground with a loud thud. I sighed and purred as I smiled after that nice meal. Sarabi walked next to me and lied down. Our eyes stared at each other intensely like all those times before. Then, Sarabi smiled, “Are you interested in my decision?”


        “Well, did you make one?” I smiled.


        “Yes, and what do you think my answer is?”


I continued smiling at her. She smiled back at me seductively and exhaled softly. I knew the answer. It was in my fragile heart all this time. Staring in her eyes, I finally realized why I feel so attached to this girl. I suddenly forgot all the anger I felt toward her before. It was like it never happened. But, it was much more than just true love. It was life. I was living happily. Death never came to my mind. Only life. Precious life. Maybe life is something that should be cherished, I thought. I made a big deal about death and the meaning of existence for so long, I never saw the truth. If life was really meaningless, I shouldn’t have existed from the start. But, I was brought to this world by Him, after all. Why would He bring me here if there were no reason for my existence? Because He knew I should live. I realize now that I should live. The bad things will come at me everyday. But, I must expect it and face it head on with the good things. And right now, I’m staring at one of the good things in my life: a lover. And back home, at Destiny Rock, there were other good things there: my father, my mother, my only brother, the pride, Rafiki, and my friends, Sarafina and Zazu. This was why I declined throwing myself in that gorge from before. I realized that Dad was right all along. I make my destiny and I’ll follow it throughout my whole life. This is life, my life. 





    Sarabi purred seductively and touched my paw with hers softly. “Are we going to stare at each other all day?” Sarabi whispered.


        “All the time in the world,” I answered seductively. “But, if that’s what you want…”


        “Mmm, whatever do you mean, pray tell?”


I nudged closer to Sarabi and rubbed heads with her while we still stared in each other’s eyes. “The miracle of life,” I purred. 


Then, we both rose to our feet and continued head-nuzzling each other. Then, Sarabi pulled away blushing and crying and smiling timidly. “I’m a terrible lioness, you know,” she sniffled. “You put your heart into making love to me before…and I didn’t until the very end.”


        “It’s okay; I can forgive that this time,” I purred. 


I walked next to Sarabi and wrapped my head over her neck, nuzzling it up and down. “Even you do something like that, I’ll forgive that as well. I’ll be damned if I don’t.”


Then, suddenly, I felt myself welling up my own tears. “Mufasa, I’m sorry,” Sarabi softly weeped happily.


        “I’m sorry, too,” I gasped.


Then, Sarabi turned her head toward me and we met in a firm and loving embrace. 





    Sarabi and I kissed in our lips for a short while. But, to me, it was an eternity. After we broke away, she turned her whole body around toward me and nuzzled deep into my mane. I rested my head on top of her’s and we both purred together. Like before, like that day before, I was in love with the beautiful Sarabi. Then, I heard something fluttered next to me. I still had that love struck smile, but I looked down to see Zazu, staring at me with a coy grin. But, I wasn’t embarrassed. I only answered, “Hello, Zazu.”


        “I was just heading home, Lord Mufasa. I…uh…hate to ask, but are you ready to go home yet?” Zazu wondered.


        “I’ll catch up with you. But, right now, just let me have a day alone with her,” I purred.


Zazu nodded and flew away. Sarabi then broke away from me and hopped playfully around me. She laughed and ran off while I watched her. She stopped, turned around, and crouched down playfully, shaking her awesome rump in the air, teasing me. I grinned and ran after her. I soon caught up with her and we jumped around each other while we raced elsewhere, happily and alone.





    We soon reached a large forest just close to the borderlands of home. Lush bushes and tropical trees were all around us. The sun gleamed over the wet land around us. Watering holes and small waterfalls were flowing steadily and exotically. Sarabi lead the way and walked through a pathway, surrounded by bushes. She stopped and waited for me to catch up. We smiled at each other and Sarabi let me pass her. Then, I looked over to see a watering hole surrounded by rocks. Then, suddenly, Sarabi leapt into my neck and we rolled down the small hill. We splashed right in the watering hole and I jumped from underwater. I shook my mane and it fluffed up over my eyes. I pulled the hair away from my eyes both my paws and watched Sarabi giggle at me. I frowned and grinned coyly at her and swiped at the water with my right paw, sending water in Sarabi’s face. Sarabi grinned at me with a drenched face. Then, she leapt on me and shoved my face into the water! Then, I felt her leave me and rose out of the water and watched Sarabi run out of the water and up the hill. She giggled and ran away. I smiled and got out of the water and followed her. 





    I looked around the beautiful, exotic area Sarabi and I was playing in. I smiled at the atmosphere it put out. I felt comfortable here. It felt like a home away from home. The pridelands were just like this. Nature was another good thing in life. It was beautiful, healthy, and keeping us alive in the same time. The birds flew from a tree above me in a large flock. I looked up to watch them soar into the sky and smiled. The sun was still there, strong and bright like always. I always think of my father when I look at the sun. I’m starting to wonder how he’s doing right now. I know he and Mom should be very worried about me since I ran away. As I looked toward the sun, I felt more and more nostalgic. That settled it. I was going straight home after the magnificent pleasure of heat subsides. I looked ahead to see Sarabi. She was hiding behind a small waterfall that blocked a small cave. She smiled and winked at me before she disappeared behind the falling water. I exhaled deeply and ecstatically. Then, I padded up toward the pool of water and stepped on a small rock for a step to behind the waterfall. I stepped on solid ground as I put one paw behind the waterfall and slowly walked into a small cave… 





    …The afternoon sky appeared very quickly. Under it, Sarabi and I walked together. We made it home. We were back in the pridelands. I looked around to see that everything is just the same after I left. I smiled and looked forward to see Pride Rock in the distance. Then, I heard Sarabi groaning and stopping. I stopped and looked to see that Sarabi collapsed, groaning in pain. I immediately went to her side and helped her up. “What’s wrong, Sarabi?” I asked in worry.


        “It’s nothing. I just felt strange,” Sarabi answered with a reassuring smile.


Then, Sarabi nuzzled me and I immediately forgot about my worrying about her. Then, we continued to walk on together back to Pride Rock.





    We made it to the border of Pride Rock. But, Sarabi and I didn’t expect to find what we did. The whole pride of lionesses were surrounding a large boulder and sitting on top of it was Taka. “What’s going on?” I wondered. Then, I walked up to the crowd. I saw Dad sitting below the rock, watching his son in worry. Then, he looked over and spotted me. He cried, “Mufasa!” Everyone looked to notice Sarabi and me walking to them. Dad ran to me and wrapped his arms around my neck, crying, “Oh, son! I thought I lost you, too!”


        “Father, what’s going on?” I asked.


        “Well, you finally showed up, didn’t you?” Taka said.


I looked to see Taka walking to me. But, he didn’t seem glad to see me. He looked angry. After Dad backed away from me, Taka and I stared at each other. Then, suddenly at my surprise, Taka swiped his paw across my jaw! It hurt! But, it hurt even worse that he actually struck me. Sarabi went to me and licked my wound. I gently pushed her away and looked back at Taka in shock. “Wh…why did you do that?” I wondered. Then, Dad growled at Taka and shoved Taka away from me. “Taka! How dare you strike him!” he snarled.


        “But, he abandoned us!” Taka cried.


        “‘Abandon?’ What’s that supposed to mean?” I demanded.


Dad looked back towards me with a sad expression. I could instantly tell that something happened while I was gone. And something told me that I wish I wouldn’t find out. “Mufasa, I couldn’t do anything since I was so far away from home. I ran as fast as I could. But, it was too late. A few hyenas led by their female leader attacked the pride to capture Taka. A few of our pride members lost their lives, including…” Then, Dad looked away from me. I was really getting worried about this, not that I already was. Then, I looked to see the entire pride. A few lionesses I remember were missing. Even Zahali is gone. But…! I gasped as I realized that there was one lioness I cherish missing. I shook my head in disbelief. I didn’t want to believe it. It couldn’t be true. “Father, where’s Mother?” I asked, my chin trembling. Dad didn’t look at me. He stared at the ground in shame. No. It can’t be. Was I really gone that long? Then, Taka snarled at me, “Yeah, that’s right! Mother tried to protect me and she gave her life to do it! The hyenas slew her right in front of me! And it’s your fault!”


        “Mine?” I murmured.


        “Don’t take that familiar tone with me! Dad could’ve never made it in time to save us! But, if you were still here with me, we would’ve taken those hyenas paws down together! We wouldn’t have lost our mother if it wasn’t for you!”


I bowed my head in shame. He was right. It was my fault. If I didn’t drown myself in my self-pity, this would’ve never happened. Then, I murmured, “Dad, where’s my mother’s body?”


        Dad sobbed softly, “In the middle of her favorite flower bed growing on the side of the back of Pride Rock.”


With that, I looked toward Sarabi. Sarabi nodded her head, completely understanding my situation. Then, I walked off to the back of Pride Rock.





    Behind Pride Rock, I walked by the kingdom walls. Slowly and solemnly, I continued to wear that sad and pitiful expression. Why did this happen? Why did something like this have to happen? I realized the meaning of life and for what? I lost my mother! And I even say anything to her in her final hours. I never got to say “goodbye.” Then, I stopped and shivered as I saw her once more. In a flowerbed, my mother’s beautiful body rested there. Her lovely green eyes were sealed under her eyelids. Her body was motionless. And as I looked closer, my mother still had a smile on her face. I welled up tears and kneeled down to hug her again. I cried as I hugged her tightly and lovingly. “I’m so sorry, Mom,” I whispered. “I’m sorry I wasn’t there for you. I can never forgive myself for this.” As I sobbed, I let go of my mother’s body to let her rest until her body is one with the ground. Then, I turned around and I walked away slowly, still sobbing. Then, I stopped crying and walking and looked behind my shoulder to look at my mother, still smiling. That was the same smile she gave me on that day she told me. She said I was going to be the Lion King. She said that I’ll become the greatest Lion King of all past generations and my loyal subjects will love and respect me. I thought Taka was going to be King, but Mom said that it was decided that I was. I couldn’t believe it. But, Mom had faith in me. She knew that I’d pull out of my depression someday and rise to complete a great deed. I stared at Mom’s body for several moments, thinking about that thought. Then, while tears still fell down my eyes, I smiled back at Mom and nodded. Then, with a restored and focused mind, I ran off.





    I made it back in front of Pride Rock, but I stopped to see that Sarabi was roaring at Taka and the pride members! Now, what was happening? I hid by the wall and watched and overheard the whole thing. “Sarabi! You’re a fool!” Taka roared. “Why would a coward like Mufasa ever hope to lead the pride now? He lost us our queen! He lost us my mother!”


        “Taka’s right!” one lioness agreed. 


        “Yeah! The moment Mufasa comes back here, we are chasing him away from here! He’s to be exiled!” another lioness shouted.


Then, all the lionesses roared in agreement among each other. I blinked in surprise. I knew they had a reason to be mad at me, but they would really exile me? Then, I heard Sarabi cry out, “You all are idiots! How can you blame Mufasa for all this? Don’t you care that he’s been suffering his whole life because of his depression? You all are in no position to be angry with him! There’s no one here more sadder than Mufasa and you all know it!”


        “You would side with him!” Taka shot back. “You became the lion’s dumb dog after all since you two were both missing!”


I gasped. Taka did NOT just say that! Then, I decided to step forward, but something shocking stopped me. I heard an echoing, colliding blow, the same sound if someone swipe another across the jaw. And Sarabi was doing just that…to Taka! Taka fell to the ground as Sarabi stood over him. I stared at Sarabi in awe and shock. Then, Sarabi snarled at Taka, “Your behavior to your only brother is disgraceful. And you only want to lead the lionesses to the hyenas just for vengeance? How could you lead the lionesses to do something that foolish? You are no king. In fact, if you gave Mufasa the chance, he could run circles around you!” Then, Sarabi looked to the bewildered lionesses and snarled in disgust. “And as for the rest of you, you are no different. You are so fickle. You lose your queen, you fail to listen to Ahadi, your true king, and you want to follow Taka just to die for the sake of vengeance? I’m sure Uru would instantly know better, wouldn’t she? Wouldn’t she?!” The lionesses either bowed their heads or looked away from Sarabi. I was proud and shocked that Sarabi stood up for me. She did love me, as if I never doubted so. I even saw my father nodding at Sarabi with a great smile. Then, I found the courage to step in. “That’s enough, Sarabi,” I said as I walked back to the pride.





    I stared at the pride with hurt and roused feelings. Then, I purred softly. “I feel the same way about losing Queen Uru. But, I detest you all to avenge her. I don’t want that, and she doesn’t want that. But, I won’t let those hyenas take anymore of our lives. So, by midnight, I’m going to find them and make sure they’re defeated and banished from the pridelands and save whoever’s left here, with or without you. You can all sit around at Pride Rock the whole time for all I care. Even you, Taka. You can even be the king after all after this is over, because Sarabi and I are leaving. You deserve this bunch of women, it looks like.” Taka growled at me, but I scoffed at him and turned away. With that, I walked off on my own. Then, I heard Sarabi say, “Don’t come near us until you all think about your incompetent behavior.” Then, Sarabi caught up with me and we both walked away from Pride Rock…





Entry 199: “The Destined Battle”


        “Mufasa! Son! Wake up!”


    …After hearing that voice echoing in my mind, I opened my eyes. I looked up and saw my father looking down at me. “Father,” I murmured. 


        “Son, have you seen Taka?” he asked.


I sat up on my rump and yawned loudly. “No. Why?” I murmured.


        “He was serious, after all,” Dad growled. “The boy ran away on his own.”


        I panicked and gasped, “What?! Where?!”


        “To where the hyenas escaped to earlier, the Elephant Graveyard.”


        “You mean that place where no sunlight ever touches?”


Dad nodded in answer. I pawed the ground, growling. “Damn it! I should’ve known Taka would do something like this.” Then, I heard Sarabi yawning. I looked down beside me to see her rising to her feet. “What’s going on, Mufasa?” she purred sleepily.


        “Taka ran away to fight the hyenas on his own,” I answered.


        “He’s what?!” Sarabi exclaimed.


        “Mufasa, you go on ahead for me,” Dad said. “I follow you all soon with the pride.”


I nodded in answer. With that, Dad ran off back to Pride Rock. As I watched him leave, Sarabi purred, “We don’t need the pride.”


        “We might, but we will look at them as nothing more but the cavalry,” I replied.


I walked off with Sarabi following me.





    Sarabi and I walked our own way toward the Elephant Graveyard. What could Taka be thinking to go there on his own? Is it because of me? But, I decided not to think too much about it. Then, something I’ve been wondering about finally came to mind! “Sarabi?” I asked.


        “Yes?” she replied.


        “I’ve been meaning to ask you. How’s Sarafina?”


        “Oh, I forgot! So much has happened that I completely forgot to tell you about her. Well, Sarafina’s really taken a liking out of Busara. When I asked Busara what he thought, he has a big crush on her but is too scared to admit it. I wanted to tell Sarafina, but he came along, so I went ahead to find you.”


        “He?” I wondered.


        “Forget it. You don’t need to know. Let’s just say that he’s the reason I ran away from home.”


With that, I decided to leave Sarabi alone so to stay away from the subject. At least I knew that Sarafina was all right. 





    After a while, Sarabi and I made it. We saw a land full of elephant skeletons just ahead. The land was darker than usual. It’s said that, at midnight, that’s when the Elephant Graveyard is the most frightening. Father preached to Taka and me that we never step foot into that place. As we closer and closer to the forbidden land, I stopped. “Sarabi, stop. Look,” I said. Sarabi stopped and we both spotted three laughing, silhouetted hyenas running into the graveyard. “Well, we know for sure that the hyenas are here,” Sarabi said. I nodded. Taka was in there somewhere and so is the murderer. “Let’s go, Sarabi,” I said. With that, we both entered the Elephant Graveyard. 





    Gray smoke and bones were scattered all around us. A large head of an elephant was hidden behind a wall of smoke, but we could see its eyes, giving an uncomfortable feel. Small geysers were around, but there were only a few. Smoke shot out of them. The sky was more pitch black that it was before we entered this place. We could barely see each other, so we stood close together. We managed to navigate around without too much trouble with our vision. Then, sinister laughing and giggling were heard all around us. It echoed around the place so much that it was hard to find out where the laughing was coming from. Then, I heard Sarabi cry out. I stopped and looked to her. She stood there, stiff, startled, and shocked. “What’s wrong?” I wondered.


        “Something just ran by me and I felt it against me,” Sarabi shivered.


I looked ahead but saw nothing. Then, I walked in front of Sarabi and looked closely at the ground. There were small pawprints there, scattered in a way as if whatever made them was running. They were small pawprints, too. “A hyena,” I said. “No surprise there.”


        “Speak for yourself,” Sarabi said.


Then, I heard something else that sent chills down my spine. It was an anguished roar of a lion! The lion was in pain. “Taka!” I gasped. Then, I started to run to where the roar came from, but I heard someone speak out, “Forget about it, Lion Prince.” I looked to my left to see two hyenas walking to me. They were both male and the smallest one was crazily laughing. Sarabi walked next to me and we both stared at the hyenas.





    As the hyena uncontrollably laughed, the other hyena grinned, “Hey there. The name’s Banzai. And this here is Ed. Don’t mind him; he’s been like that since birth.”


        “Really? I couldn’t tell the difference between the both of you,” I growled. “So, what do you want?”


        “Well, we all thought you should be dead by now. But, our leader will talk to you about that. She really loves to see you again.”


        “Again?” I thought.


        “And you’re just her messenger boys?” Sarabi replied.


        “Unfortunately. She said not to lay a paw on you. So, follow us.”


Then, Banzai and Ed turned around and expected me to follow. I wasn’t, but I had to find Taka. So, I followed them. Then, I heard growling behind. I looked behind me and saw that a few hyenas had Sarabi surrounded! “Sarabi!” Then, I looked back at Banzai. “Hey, call them off!” I demanded.


        “The leader just said not to lay a paw on you,” Banzai answered. “Forget about her.”


Then, I turned back to Sarabi. But, Sarabi gestured that I go on without her. I reluctantly nodded, knowing that she can take care of herself. Then, I walked off, trying to block out the sounds of Sarabi fighting for her life.





    I followed Banzai and Ed for not too long. We all made it to a part of the Elephant Graveyard that’s surrounded by ghostly mountains. I had to admit, it was intimidating. Then, suddenly, the hyenas ran off their separate ways! “H…hey!” I cried. But, they both were long gone. I growled. Then, I decided that they probably let me take it from here. I rolled my eyes and proceeded into the mountainous region of the graveyard.





    As I walked deeper in the place, the darker and sinister the place became. There was no light. Only darkness surrounded me. Then, I found myself walking in a cave. I walked and walked deeper in the darkness. Then, after I reached the end of the cave, I found myself in a large cavern. More geysers were around here and shades of green enshrouded the whole place. Green steam shot out of the geysers all around me, startling me. Then, I heard that same lion cry out again. “Taka!” As I went to follow the roar to its source, I jumped from the ledge of the path I took and landed on the ground shortly below me. I walked through the only pathway as steam surrounded me. As I walked, I looked to notice something ahead of me. It was another hyena, staring at me. It looked to be a female hyena. Although I never saw her before, could she be the hyenas’ leader? 





    I stopped and faced the hyena. She tilted her head left and right, examining me. Then, she scoffed, “Whatever. I can take this lion by myself.”


        “What was that?” I replied. 


        “I don’t care what my mother said. I’ll kill you myself, by my paws. I’m no crazy freak like her.”


        “Who are you talking about?”


        “I’ll show everyone that I, Shenzi, am the dominant hyena of all time.”


Then, the hyena named Shenzi ran at me, looking to fight me. I immediately crouched down, growling. Then, I ran at her to fight.





    Shenzi and I met and she clawed at me. I growled and pawed her to the ground. Then, as I tried to crush her, Shenzi ran from me and leapt on my back. She bit me in the neck. I cried out and turned to catch her by her head with my fangs and threw her off me into the ground. I ran at the hyena as she got up. We both clawed and swiped at each other, growling and snarling. Then, as I swiped Shenzi again, I moved my head under her belly and lifted my head fast enough to buck Shenzi in the air to the ground behind me. After she landed on the ground, I leapt up in the air and pinned her, growling in her face. I won easily enough.





    As I stared at her, Shenzi only sneered at me. “You’re stronger than I thought. I thought it would be easy since you drowned in your self-pity,” she said.


        “Someone saved me from that. That little weakness isn’t available to you hyenas this time,” I growled.


        “So, you can kill me now. I should die for disobeying my leader anyway.”


        “Where’s Taka?”


        “Oh, you must mean that brash black maned lion I saw before. He’s a sure-fire weakling. He can’t even match up to my mother.”


        “You saying that Taka’s fighting your leader right now?”


        “Yeah. But, Mother’s really anxious to meet you again.”


        “But, I never met a female hyena until now.”


        “Oh, you’ll remember her the moment you lay eyes on her. Now, big boy, not that I don’t like a handsome brute on top of me, could you let me go?”


I raised an eyebrow at the fact that a hyena’s hitting on me. So, I let go of her. Shenzi got back on her feet and said, “Follow me. I’ll take you to her.” Then, I ended up following Shenzi to my destination.





    I followed Shenzi down the pathway. I looked around to watch the cavern’s “special attractions.” Then, Shenzi stopped. I stopped and wondered, “What?” Shenzi pointed toward the direction she’s facing. I walked next to her and gasped to see Taka panting while facing another hyena. I gasped to recognize the hyena. It was “RU-GAL!!”





    I ran past Shenzi and to the battleground where Taka and Ru-gal fought and got between them. Taka was startled to see me again. “Mufasa!” he cried. I ignored the bloody figure of Taka and looked toward Ru-gal incredulously. “It’s you! I thought you were dead!” I exclaimed.


        “I thought the same way about you. That’s the plan Zahali promised would happen,” Ru-gal answered.


I raised an eyebrow. Then, I smelled the scent of a dead carcass. I turned around and looked behind Taka to see a dead corpse. It was Zahali! “What the hell?!” I exclaimed.


        “She betrayed us, Mufasa,” Taka murmured sadly. “Zahali knew all about your depression. That’s why she set us up to go to that Forbidden Cavern in the first place. She hated you, Mufasa. She hated you because she hated our father. But, she loved me. She wanted me to be king and her my queen. So, she wanted you dead. So, she made a deal with the hyenas.”


I stared in disbelief at Taka. Then, I growled in anger. I knew Zahali hated me. I knew it! Then, I snarled at Ru-gal. “So, she was the one who told you about my depression. So, what was in it for you?” I said.


        “It’s quite simple, Mufasa. I wasn’t lying before that we’re both freaks that we have no place in this world. Zahali simply seduced me to bring you over to my side or kill you otherwise. When I failed the last time we met, Zahali had a new plan to make you take the path of suicide through the one you love, Sarabi.”


        “Sarabi?”


        “Yes. We knew that Sarabi and Taka mated each other because Zahali told us everything that went on in your lives. Sarabi did it to pity Taka, and Zahali knew that was enough to crush your spirit since you were desperately looking for love. Instead, you received betrayal. It was only made more perfect to find out that you made love to her but she didn’t. Then, we let the rest happen. You were supposed to kill yourself or run away while we take Pride Rock for our own and Zahali could see Taka become king.”


I growled in intense hatred. But, Ru-gal grinned, “But, Zahali wasn’t counted on that I would betray her even after she made me a wonderful offer. She was such a fool. I only wanted to take Pride Rock and destroy the lions who trapped us here in this forsaken land.”


        “So, all you wanted was to have the pridelands to yourself,” I deduced. “Typical. So, what are you gonna do now? I’m still alive, so you’ll have to get past me. You and your female leader.”


        “Female leader? Oh, you’re looking at her.”


Then, my eyes sprung opened wide in shock. “You…you’re a girl?!” I gasped.


        “I told you I was a freak. Even my own daughter hates me. My cursed body, my deep voice, the fact that I’m a crossbreed from a lion and a hyena…my existence! Everyone here in this land has forsaken me! I will destroy them all! Only then will I die peacefully! The other hyenas can have this blasted land! I only wish to take the path that leads to my peaceful grave!!”


Then, Ru-gal cried out loud and ran away. “Hey, come back here!” I shouted. But, Ru-gal was long gone. I snarled and went to go after him, but Taka jumped in my way. 





    Taka stood against with a blank expression. I tried to walk past him, but he moved to get in my way. I was really starting to get frustrated. “Darn it, Taka, get out of my way!” I growled. But, Taka stood there. Then, Taka growled and crouched down. He was going to attack me! I jumped back and snarled. “Taka, I have no time to fight you! I have to catch up with Ru-gal!” I cried.


        “It doesn’t matter to me anymore. Ru-gal speaks the truth,” Taka murmured.


        “Truth? What do you mean?”


        “He told me if I really wanted to rule Pride Rock, if I really wanted to prove I was the best, I should take action and fight my way to my rightful destiny. And you’re in my way.”


Then, Taka unsheathed his claws and bared his fangs at me menacingly. So, I crouched down, growling back and unsheathing my own claws. “Fine. Then, this fight will settle everything,” I purred.


        “Indeed, Brother,” Taka agreed with a wily grin. “This fight will be to the death.”


After he said that, something clicked in my mind. In a split second, I saw a vision from the past…





    Then, a wind blew past me and the forest was enshrouded in darkness. The only source of light was the spotlight above me. I turned around and saw a dark silhouette. It had glowing green eyes, staring at me. I backed away and trembled. “Who are you?” he wondered. It didn’t answer. Then, a lion’s paw with its claws unsheathed appeared under the spotlight and over my head. I looked at it, and then I wore a serious expression and bravely stood against it. “Right. This is what I want. Death,” I thought. Then, after a spark emitted from one claw, the claw flew at me and the lion that owned that paw was unveiled in the spotlight. It was…!  





    …Then, I grinned and purred, “So be it.” Taka and I faced each other, growling. Then, we stared to circle around while still staring at each other. Then, I decided to take the offensive and leapt at Taka!





    I leapt in front of Taka and swiped across his face. Then, Taka roared and came at me, clawing me in my face. Taka and I jumped at and clawed at each other. We spun around, attacking one another. Then, simultaneously, we bit at each other and we both grasped each other’s necks. I let go and pushed Taka away to the ground. Then, I pinned Taka by standing on his back. Then, Taka struggled to overcome my weight to stand back up. So, I bared my fangs and bit into his back. Taka cried out. Then, Taka bit me in my knee> I roared out in pain and jumped away, limping from my wound. Then, Taka swiped across my jaw hard and I fell to the ground. After I landed on the ground, I leapt back on my feet and, with a vengeful roar, tackled Taka. We both ended up rolling around on the ground, wrestling each other. Then, I ended up on top of Taka, growling. But, Taka bit me in my arm. I jumped off of Taka, but he still didn’t let go of my arm. So, I swatted him hard across the face with my free paw and sent him to the ground. Then, Taka got back up and tackled me. But, what we didn’t notice before, we were right next to a cliff. We both flew over the cliff and crash on a hill. We both broke away from each other and rolled down the hill separately into a foggy part of the graveyard…





    …I opened my eyes and looked around. I stood up and found myself in a large ribcage of a elephant. I looked around and jumped about, unable to find anything in the fog. Then, my ears perked and I crouched down to my belly and looked around. Sure enough, I barely saw Taka creeping in front of me, looking for me but discreetly so I couldn’t hear him coming. Then, he stopped and looked around. I watched him, panting and waiting for the right moment to strike. Then, he turned his back toward me. That was my chance! I sprung off my feet and leapt at Taka. Taka turned to see me falling at him. But, I pounced him to the ground littered with bones. Taka slithered away from me and swiped his paw at me. I jumped back, avoiding him. Then, he started swiping at my legs, but I jumped further and further away from him after each swipe. Then, one of my hind legs collapsed! I slipped on a large clutter of bones and fell short to the ground. A trap! Then, Taka swiped me across the jaw hard and I was sent spinning into the ground. But, I recovered and, as Taka went at me, I kicked Taka in his mouth. Taka jumped back, growling in pain. Then, I turned around and waved my arm above me. This was it. I was going to finish this fight. Before Taka could do anything else, I swung my arm hard and swiped across Taka across the jaw! Taka was sent from the ground and into the air. Taka landed on the ground, drilling in deep across the ground full of bones. After Taka lied on the ground, he didn’t move another inch. As I panted tiredly, I was relived that the battle was over. 





    I weakly walked over to Taka and nudged him in his head. Then, Taka slowly opened his eyes and looked over to me, too weak to get back up. “Why don’t you kill me?” Taka said.


        “I only wanted to settle our score once and for all. This fight was destined, after all,” I answered.


        “I don’t need your pity.”


        “I didn’t give you any,” I shot back.


Then, we ended up head-nuzzling each other, both of us with a tender smile. “I’m sorry, Taka,” I purred.


        “Oh, be quiet. I was the fool this time. Anyway, go and stop Ru-gal. Didn’t you notice that there are no hyenas around here? They’re heading toward Pride Rock to kill the pride. You have to save them, because you still love them no matter what you said before. I know you.”


        I chuckled, “Whatever. But, what about you?”


        “Why do you care, huh? Just go; I’ll keep up. But, by then, you’ll be the big hero. Just go. Long live the king, after all.”


I smiled. Then, I grabbed Taka by his neck and tossed him on my back. Then, I bucked him to lie straight on me. “Mufasa?” Taka wondered.


        “You can still fight, right? Why don’t we both finish this together?” I said.


        “Hmph! Stupid, I’ll be the death of you one day,” Taka joked.


        “I’ll keep that in mind,” I chuckled.





    I made my way out of the Elephant Graveyard while Taka was recuperating on my back. I looked back to the graveyard and sighed in worry. “I hope Sarabi got out of there okay,” I thought. Then, I said, “Hold on, Taka!” Then, after I felt Taka hold on tightly, I ran off toward Pride Rock as fast as I could.





    We made it back to Pride Rock in no time at all. But, I stopped and saw that the hyenas and the pride were fighting each other. Taka jumped off my back and watched the sight with me. “I’ll help the lionesses. You go after Ru-gal,” Taka said. I would’ve asked about his health, but I decided not to burden him with unnecessary worry. So, I nodded and ran off. Ru-gal was no where in sight in the battle and neither was Father. As I ran through the battle, one of the hyenas tried to attack me. But, suddenly, someone swiped the hyena away from me. I looked and smiled to see “Sarabi!” 


        “Leave this to us!” Sarabi said. “The leader is in Pride Rock, fighting Ahadi! Go!”


I nodded and ran off to leave Taka, Sarabi, and the pride to take care of the hyenas. I ran to Pride Rock.





    I ran up the stairs to the promontory as fast as I could. I looked around and heard growling nearby. They were behind Pride Rock! I ran down the pathway against the kingdom to make my way there. I ran as fast as I could. Then, I finally made it and found Ru-gal and Dad wrestling each other, roaring and crying. Ru-gal then swiped Dad across his jaw and he fell to the ground. Ru-gal stood over him, pinning him with one paw and her weight, and lifted her other paw, ready to finish him! I then ran at them as Ru-gal was declaring, “I’ve been waiting so long for this. Now, I’ll have my revenge and see you die before me!” But, before Ru-gal could kill Dad, I tackled her and we both crashed to the ground. I roared at Ru-gal as she stood back up. She looked surprised to see me. “Mufasa! I thought I had more time than this,” she growled.


        “Your time was running out from the start,” I replied. “I’m going to end this right now.”


        “But, Mufasa, why? Are we not kindred spirits?”


        “You would anyone to soothe your pain? You would kill my mother for happiness? You’re crazy. You need to rest before you cause anymore harm to anyone else. And I’ll help you with that right now.”


        “No. No! I refuse to die now! ARGH!!” 


Ru-gal cried and howled crazily. Then, she stared at me hideously and chuckled. “If you won’t cooperate, then we’ll finish our long-awaited fight.” She cackled crazily and insanely, so much that it scared me. I must kill her. She needs to rest. With that in mind, I looked back towards my father and roared, “Stay back!” Then, I turned around and leapt at Ru-gal to a fight to the finish!





    Ru-gal howled and met me in our struggle. I clawed at her and roared, but Ru-gal was just as physically strong as I am. She leapt around me and swiped as I swiped at her. I scratched her head fiercely with my claws and Ru-gal scratched me in my face. Then, we jumped from each other and we butted our heads against each other. That gave me a huge headache, so I jumped back and shook my head. Then, I recovered, but Ru-gal ran at me and threw her lower body against my chest. She pushed me to the edge of the stone floor and I flew down. I felt myself landing on my back on the stone wall and I crashed to the grassy ground. I shivered and stood up on my feet weakly. Then, I looked up and saw Ru-gal in midair above me and she fell at me with an insane expression! I couldn’t get away in time, and she fell on top of me and pinned me to the ground. I shook my head and stared up at a panting Ru-gal’s crazed and masculine face. Ru-gal then wore a huge triumphant grin. I stared at her and slowly lifted my legs. While Ru-gal paid close attention on me, I slowly moved my legs up and bent over my feet slightly and placed them on both sides of her rump softly. Ru-gal chuckled and bared her fangs at me, intent to finish me by going at my neck. Then, she shot her head at me! I quickly unsheathed my hind claws, clutched her rump, and, with all my strength, threw Ru-gal off of me. Then, I rolled away and leapt back to my feet. I growled as Ru-gal stood back up and snarled back. Ru-gal said, “Clever to the end. But, that will be your last little trick. Just like your precious mother.”


        “My mother is dead,” I murmured.


        “I know. I took care of that.”


        “Really?”


        “She was a great fighter, and she told me something very interesting.”


I didn’t answer, but I was listening. “She said that you were special to her, maybe even more than that Taka. So, she’s saying that she wouldn’t lose you for anything but would forsake Taka. It’s your fault. As long as you live, Taka will be forsaken and you’ll earn hatred, no matter what you do to pull out of your depression. Do you not want hatred? Isn’t that the thing you hate the most?” I stared at Ru-gal and thought for a moment. Then, I weakly smiled. “You’re right. I’ll always earn hatred. But, there’s someone that will always hate me, either it’s Taka, you, the hyenas, my family, and even my own lover. You’re hated, too. Taka’s hated. My family’s hated. My lover’s hated. So, it’s pointless to worry about it. You only made my mother look like a tragic heroine in my eyes. Thanks.” Then, Ru-gal snarled angrily and unsheathed her claws once more. “Enough! I had enough. I’ll take you away from the ones who love you and you’ll only receive hate for eternity! DIE!!” Then, Ru-gal committed a wild dash at me. Then, I charged with a loud clean roar. This was it. The final blow will decide everything. 





    We met together one last time. It was a clear blow. We struck each other as we impacted and ended up on opposite sides we started at. I closed my eyes, enduring the awesome pain surging through me. Then, I slowly opened my eyes and looked down. My right paw was covered in hot, red blood. Then, I felt an internal wound and coughed up a puddle of blood. I never felt a serious pain going through me. She got me good. I felt like falling to my side and dying right there. Then, I heard something thudding to the ground. I weakly turned around, cringing from a large cut through my side. I saw Ru-gal lying on the ground. I weakly limped over to her and looked down at her face. She weakly panted with her eyes closed. I got her good, too. But, I got more power in my strike. She’s too critical a state to live now. I stared at the weakened Ru-gal in great pity. Ru-gal groaned and looked toward me with calm and gentle eyes. Ru-gal started to cry and weakly smiled. “Am I dying?” she wondered. “I feel so weak.”


        “Yes,” I answered. 


        “Finally. I…was beginning to think I could never be so happy.”


        “You’re happy to die?”


        “Yes…I never felt so happy…So…happy…so…happy…”


        “Just rest now,” I purred.


        “At…least…tell…that wretched…child, Shenzi…, that she…can rest easy…to know that her…foster mother…is gone… She’ll be happy…about that… Oh…I…I never felt so…so happy…”


Then, Ru-gal’s head tilted to the left and she closed her eyes. She finally died. “What a forsaken creature,” someone murmured. I looked behind myself and saw Father walking to me. After he got beside me, we stared down at the lifeless body of Ru-gal. Father was right. Ru-gal was a pitiful creature. She’ll always have my pity because I was like her once. I looked toward my father and he had the same look I had towards Ru-gal. Yes. His secret. The secret only my mother and Rafiki knows about. He has pity for her, too. I sighed and went to pick up the dead Ru-gal by her neck and dragged her across the ground as I walked off with Father following me. 





    I dragged the broken hyena in front of Pride Rock and set her down in front of me. The hyenas were gone. Only a few were lying on the ground, dead. The others ran away, it seems. Only the pride remained. Sarabi ran to me and nuzzled me lovingly. Taka even approached me and smiled at me warmly. Then, one lioness approached me. I looked at her blankly. Then, at my surprise, she nuzzled full circle around me and into my mane. “I know you still must hate us. I ask for forgiveness,” she pleaded. I was surprised to see how brave this lioness was to apologize for all the other lionesses. Then, another lioness said, “You was right. Uru would never want vengeance. We were wrong to speak for her.”


        “But, we can’t bare to lose another,” another said. “Please don’t leave us.”


Then, every single lioness pleaded for forgiveness and that I don’t leave like I promised before. I was shocked to see the pride groveling like this. This moment made me realize once and for all that love was around me all along. I started to smile, especially when some of the lionesses were even pleaded to Sarabi. Sarabi and I looked at each other and laughed. Then, I looked back to the pride and answered, “Oh, I just can’t get rid of all of you, can I? Okay, we’ll stay.” Then, the lionesses cheered and roared ecstatically. I looked toward Dad to see him smiling at me. Then, I looked back toward Taka and saw him slowly clapping. “Sounds like you’ll be a great king after all,” he said. I beamed with great pride and took all the love and appreciation from the pride. Love and appreciation…something I was looking for so long…





    As the pride expressed and showed their love, I smiled happily and looked down to Sarabi. Then, a voice rung in my head. “Mufasa…” I perked my ears and looked toward the side of Pride Rock. The voice sounded so familiar and nostalgic. I knew who it was. The adrenaline rushed in my body and I found the energy to run once more. I ran from Sarabi and the pride and followed the source of the voice frantically.





    I ran quite a distance away from Pride Rock and walked up a huge hill. Ahead of me, there was the large moon encircled with dark clouds. There was a land polluted with small lakes under the dark sky. I looked up at the moon and I purred. The moon always reminded of that gorgeous lioness I loved dearly. I murmur her name now. “Uru…my mother…” Then, the clouds suddenly grew larger and encircled the moon majestically. I stared in awe of the awesome magic. Then, with the moon, burning light glowed upon me and the land I stand upon. Then, the clouds slowly took on a form. It was a form of a lioness, a very familiar lioness. My eyes widened as the light glowed and the sudden intense wind blew through my mane. “Mother?” I murmured. I couldn’t believe it. The supernatural clouds burned with gorgeous luminescence and Uru’s apparition retained her colors. She stared down at me with pupil-less eyes and purred. She spoke to me. “Mufasa, you answered me.” I gasped and then gulped as I found my voice and spoke up to her. “Of course, I did. But, I can’t believe I’m seeing you like this. I’m sorry I left you. I should’ve been there to save you.”


        “Do not worry. I understand your feelings. But, be warned. This horrible past…this hideous holocaust…your painful depression…they will all try to come back to you in the form of hate…your worst fear. But, you mustn’t be afraid.”


        “But, what if it’s too much for me? I’m a weak creature in heart.”


        “Do not fear hate. Like you said, hate is around everyone. But, so is…love. Just live and keep in mind that you are the son of Ahadi and Uru and the greatest Lion King of all. Remember that…I’ll always be with you. I live in you…”


        “You live in me…”


        “Yes, my son…I live in you…”


Then, the apparition started to disappear before my eyes. As I watched my mother go, tears welled in my eyes and I wore a proud smile. Then, I roared my loudest roar toward the sky in honor of my mother. The magic soon disappeared and the clouds slowly reverted back to normal. The intense light dissipated and I only saw the moon. I stopped roaring and smiled at the moon with tears rolling from my eyes down my cheeks. Then, I tipped over and fell on the ground. I passed out… 





Entry 200: “Future”


    …I woke up. I looked around and found myself on a rock in a large cave. I jumped. This was the den of Pride Rock! Then, I realized one simple detail. I was resting on the rock that my parents slept on! When I reached adolescence, my father never let me sleep on this rock again until I become the king. I blinked incredulously and hopped to my feet. I exhaled clearly and shook my head and mane. I slowly stopped and raised my paws to look at myself. My wound on my side was patched up. Rafiki was here, I thought. My sleep rejuvenated my strength, so I could move freshly again. I walked out of the den and onto the promontory. I beheld the beautiful morning sky. After everything that happened, I’ll never take this sight for granted again. I inhaled and exhaled calmly and pleasantly. Then, I coughed after inhaling a bit of air. After my cough subsided, I laughed and turned around. Then, I saw Taka staring at me. “Oh, hi, Taka,” I greeted. 


        Taka greeted back, “Hey there, Big Brother. Up and running again, I see.”


        “How are ya, Taka?”


I couldn’t have been even happier to see my little runt of a brother. I went and nuzzled him. After we broke away from him, Taka grinned, “Say, Mufasa, I’ll be going out for a while. You know, just to be by myself for a while. So, I recommend that you go behind the back. A few guys are waitin’ for ya. See ya.” After Taka walked off, he winked at me. I blinked in curiosity. What did he mean?





    I walked off and found myself behind Pride Rock. Then, I gasped to see ALL of the lionesses in a large circle, comfortably lying down, and a two antelope in the middle! I blinked in surprise and looked around. The lionesses either smiled as if they were happy to see me or staring at me, giving me hinting looks and teases. I found myself blushing and then I felt someone tugging me by the tail. I looked behind me to see Sarabi with my tail in her mouth and her giving me a tender and coy look in her eyes. She let go of my tail and purred, “Those antelope are for you. We hunted them down just for you while you were asleep. It’s our thanks to you.” I looked back toward the gift and the pride that smiled at me. I smiled back with gleaming, crimson eyes.





    Later, I took a hint from Taka and went off on my own. There was only one more thing that needs to be done. So, after I had Sarabi look after the kingdom while I’m gone, I headed toward the place that started this whole trouble. I was going back there…one more time. I headed for…the Forbidden Cavern.





    After I went through the crystal cave, I found myself in the forest once more. I headed toward that pool. I needed to talk to that lioness. I made it to the pool. Nothing changed. Everything is the same. After I looked around, I looked toward the rock against the mountainside where I first saw the lioness. I exhaled and lifted my paw. I was nervous at first, afraid I would lose control again. But, the memory of seeing Mother in the skies burned in my mind and I found my courage and stepped into the cold, blue pool. Then, suddenly, the same foggy world appeared before my eyes. I looked around and jumped to see myself glowing in a white aura. I looked straight ahead and set eyes on that white lioness once again! I quietly splashed in the water and softly growled at the lioness. She stared at me with those same, misleading eyes. “You’ve came back, Mufasa,” she said.


        “That’s right,” I replied with a confident grin.


        “You remember your greatest wish, do you not? Your wish is to not cause any pain. You want to have love around you always. You can’t stand hatred toward you. You would do anything to escape hate, even kill yourself to run away from hate. You want to escape. Isn’t what I say true?”


        “You can stop lying to me now.”


Then, the white lioness showed a new expression, the expression of surprise. Then, she regained her composure and purred, “Lie? I wouldn’t lie to you. I read your mind.”


        “I would say you did. I read my mind and manipulated my worst fear into a fake prediction. Admit it. I figured you out.”


        “How could you say that?” the white lioness said in concern. “Why?”


        “Death. You say my future is death. Well, of course that’s my future. I don’t intend to live forever. Everyone, animals and humans, are destined to die one day. Unlike this world.”


        “What do you mean?”


        “I mean this fake world. I just noticed. Everything here is the same. The plants, the water, and the little life here: it all is the same. Nothing changed and 5 years passed. My father knew you since his adolescent years, too! That much time past and this place hasn’t made even the slightest change!”


The white lioness stared at me incredulously. I broke her. I had her figured out. I stopped to see what she would do. The white lioness bowed her head and sighed in disbelief. “I was like you when I was alive. Many people are scared to die. But, I thought I was the only one. It most times, I was. I didn’t want to be lonely in this one fear. So, that’s why…that’s why…” Then, suddenly, a burst of light flashed from the white lioness and hid my eyes away with my right arm as the light consumed me…





    …The light dissipated. I placed my arm down and looked straight ahead. I gasped at what I saw. I was no longer standing in water. I was standing in an empty hole. I looked around and saw that the beauty of the Forbidden Cavern was completely gone. The trees were bare of leaves and only had limbs and branches. The ground was without healthy grass. The only thing beautiful around the area was only the blue sky. Then, I looked back forward and saw a transparent image of the white lioness. She is a ghost! I ran at to the edge of the hole of the empty watering hole and stared at the white ghost. Her voice echoed as she spoke to me with saddened eyes. “I’m afraid. I’m afraid…”


        “Don’t be. You’ll be fine. We’ll all die one day. But, right now, it’s time for you to rest,” I reassured softly.


She shortly gasped. After a while, she finally smiled at me tenderly. “Thank you…” Then, like the ghost she is, she flew at me. I couldn’t get over it. She was a beautiful piece of work. I can never know who she was, but it didn’t matter. The ghost closed her eyes after she wrapped her arms around my head and went to kiss me. As our lips met, the ghost disappeared and glittering stars flew into the sky. I watched the stars fly in the sky with a great smile. Finally, the white lioness can rest in piece, I thought…





    …I went back to the pridelands. Finally, that one little detail left unanswered was out of the way. I looked around. Then, I heard someone calling down at me. “Lord Mufasa!” I looked up in the sky and saw Zazu fly by. I waved at him as he flew off elsewhere. “Hey, Zazu!” I cried. After Zazu disappeared, I continued to walk back home. Then, someone said, “How do you feel, Mufasa?” I looked over at a stone in the ground beside me and saw Rafiki standing on it. “Rafiki! I haven’t seen you in a while!” I exclaimed. I ran to Rafiki as he jumped on the ground and I hugged him tightly. Then, I broke from my hug and smiled back at Rafiki. “Thank you for all those times you treated me,” I said.


        “I’m always there to help, but you’re my worst case ever. Are you ever going to come out of fights without serious injuries?” Rafiki replied.


        “Uh, well…”


        “No, it’s okay. I’m messing with ya. Do you know where your father is? I need to speak with him.”


        “Well, he’s out in patrol. And if I remember his scouting routes accordingly, he should be around the ‘grassland of a hundred trees’ by now.”


        “Thanks. Take care of yourself, please, Mufasa!”


Then, Rafiki ran off. With that, I started off to go back home again.





    Much later in the day, staring at the afternoon sky, I was on top of Pride Rock. The soft wind blew against me and through my mane. Then, I looked to the left and saw Sarabi walking up to me. I looked to see that Sarabi had a peculiar smile on her face. I never saw this expression before. Then, she purred, “Mufasa, do you feel that I can belong here?”


        “Of course, I do,” I answered.


I was curious why she asked that question. What was she getting at? Then, Sarabi walked to me and giggled. “I know. Silly question,” Sarabi wooed. She walked behind me and nuzzled against me. Then, as I stared at her face, her tail lashed under my chin. I blushed. But, this look on her face wasn’t asking for another love-making session. What could she be hinting? I tried not to think about it. So, I thought of something I gave much thought on. I slowly purred to Sarabi. Sarabi purred back, “What are you thinking about?”


        “Sarabi, darling, I…I’ve thought about this for a while, and I wouldn’t want to put a burden on you that’s too overwhelming.”


        “What do you mean?”


        “Well, we’re mates now, understand? And I happen to be a prince. So, I’ll have my ceremony tomorrow and I have a big question to ask you. As my mate and now my princess, will you stand by me as my Lion Queen?”


Sarabi blinked at me in surprise. I knew she would react like that, but I was surprised that she made her decision so suddenly. She completely circled around me and hugged me tightly. “Oh, Mufasa! Of course I will! I‘ve been waiting for you to ask me that! Oh, I love you so much!” As she hugged me, I suddenly found myself hugging her back. Then, she softly purred, “Just think. We can live together as husband and wife, king and queen, and soon, father and mother, forever.” My eyes widened. Father and mother?! Then, I slowly felt around Sarabi’s underbelly and I was in disbelief. Then, I felt a big smile across my muzzle and I rested my head on hers. I understood now. Sarabi was pregnant…


