How To Preach God's Word
By Joe R Wheeler

Introduction

Does being a preacher or evangelist require a "special" or "unique" ability? Most of us would think so. When we
think of preaching we envision a man standing in the front of a large group of people on a pulpit or podium. We
also think of the words being used as being well rehearsed, researched, and properly outlined to effect the
greatest possible impact.

It is true that there is a need for skillful orators to preach sermons before the assembly of the Church. But it is
also true that there is a need for each individual Christian to become skillful in teaching the Word properly as
well.

We all are actually preaching the Word to the world, whether we know it or not.

We have a responsibility to teach the truth, whether by our speech or by our actions.

I am going to point out some Scriptures that will help us to see that we all have a responsibility for preaching the
Word. I am also going to point out an example of a man who taught God's will to others, and show how we may
use this example of proper preaching to help us in our own work.

I. What Do We Need To Preach?

A. We are to preach why we were saved...

John 3:16-21 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting life. 17 For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world;
but that the world through him might be saved. 18 He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that
believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.
19 And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light,
because their deeds were evil. 20 For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest
his deeds should be reproved. 21 But he that doeth truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may be made
manifest, that they are wrought in God.

B. We are to preach how we are saved...

Romans 6:3-10 Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his
death? 4 Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the
dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. 5 For if we have been planted
together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection: 6 Knowing this, that
our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve
sin. 7 For he that is dead is freed from sin. 8 Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also live
with him: 9 Knowing that Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more; death hath no more dominion
over him. 10 For in that he died, he died unto sin once: but in that he liveth, he liveth unto God.

C. We are to preach all things Jesus commanded...

Mat 28:19-20 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and,
lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world. Amen.

D. We are to preach these things to all men...

Acts 17:30 And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men every where to
repent:

1Corinthians 10:33 Even as I please all men in all things, not seeking mine own profit, but the profit of
many, that they may be saved.

Ephesians 3:8-9 Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given, that I should preach
among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ; 9 And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the
mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ:
1Timothy 2:1-4 I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of
thanks, be made for all men; 2 For kings, and for all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and
peaceable life in all godliness and honesty. 3 For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior; 4
Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.

Titus 2:11 For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men,



II. How Are We To Preach The Word?

A. We are to preach the Word at all times...

1Corinthians 15:58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the
work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.

2Corinthians 9:8 And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all
sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work:

Colossians 4:6 Let your speech be always with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye may know how ye ought to
answer every man.

2Timothy 4:2 Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all
longsuffering and doctrine.

1Peter 3:15 But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man
that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear:

B. We are to preach by our example...

Matthew 5:13-16 Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his savor, wherewith shall it be salted?
it is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of men. 14 Ye are the light of
the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hid. 15 Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel,
but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house. 16 Let your light so shine before men,
that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.

Philippians 3:15-17 Let us therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus minded: and if in any thing ye be
otherwise minded, God shall reveal even this unto you. 16 Nevertheless, whereto we have already attained, let
us walk by the same rule, let us mind the same thing. 17 Brethren, be followers together of me, and mark them
which walk so as ye have us for an example.

1Timothy 4:12 Let no man despise thy youth; but be thou an example of the believers, in word, in
conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity.

1Peter 2:21 For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that
ye should follow his steps:

C. We are to preach by word and deed...

Romans 15:18-21 For I will not dare to speak of any of those things which Christ hath not wrought by me, to
make the Gentiles obedient, by word and deed, 19 Through mighty signs and wonders, by the power of the
Spirit of God; so that from Jerusalem, and round about unto Illyricum, I have fully preached the gospel of
Christ. 20 Yea, so have I strived to preach the gospel, not where Christ was named, lest I should build upon
another man's foundation: 21 But as it is written, To whom he was not spoken of, they shall see: and they that
have not heard shall understand.

2Corinthians 3:2-3 Ye are our epistle written in our hearts, known and read of all men: 3 Forasmuch as ye
are manifestly declared to be the epistle of Christ ministered by us, written not with ink, but with the Spirit of
the living God; not in tables of stone, but in fleshy tables of the heart.

III. One Example Of How To Preach...

A. Ezra The Scribe

Nehemiah 8:1-8 And all the people gathered themselves together as one man into the street that was before
the water gate; and they spoke unto Ezra the scribe to bring the book of the law of Moses, which the LORD had
commanded to Israel. 2 And Ezra the priest brought the law before the congregation both of men and women,
and all that could hear with understanding, upon the first day of the seventh month. 3 And he read therein
before the street that was before the water gate from the morning until midday, before the men and the
women, and those that could understand; and the ears of all the people were attentive unto the book of the law.
4 And Ezra the scribe stood upon a pulpit of wood, which they had made for the purpose; and beside him stood
Mattithiah, and Shema, and Anaiah, and Urijah, and Hilkiah, and Maaseiah, on his right hand; and on his left
hand, Pedaiah, and Mishael, and Malchiah, and Hashum, and Hashbadana, Zechariah, and Meshullam. 5 And
Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people; (for he was above all the people;) and when he opened it, all
the people stood up: 6 And Ezra blessed the LORD, the great God. And all the people answered, Amen, Amen,
with lifting up their hands: and they bowed their heads, and worshiped the LORD with their faces to the
ground. 7 Also Jeshua, and Bani, and Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodijah, Maaseiah, Kelita,



Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan, Pelaiah, and the Levites, caused the people to understand the law: and the people
stood in their place. 8 So they read in the book in the law of God distinctly, and gave the sense, and caused
them to understand the reading.

This is an example of proper preaching of the commands of God. Notice...

1. Ezra read from the law...we should preach from the Word of God, not preach opinions and
worldly wisdom.

2, Ezra also made sure that what he read was fully understood...like Ezra and the men who
helped him, we must make the true meaning of the Word of God clearly understood.

3. Ezra made sure that all of the true intent was fully and completely taught...we also should
make sure the full teaching of the Word is relayed, we have not finished until all of it is properly
and completely understood.

Conclusion

Like Ezra in the Old Testament, we have been given a task to make the Word of God known in our world today.
We are required to spread the Gospel message far and wide. Too often, we may leave this task to other men
thinking they are somehow better equipped to preach than us. We must remember that we are all preaching the
Word in one form or another. Men are watching us to see if we live up to the name we bear. God is also
watching us as well.

I hope that you have seen how important it truly is for each of us to learn the Lord's will as completely as we may.
We need to know fully so we can teach fully. We must apply ourselves to learning and to living according to the
truth.

Like the men of faith from the Old Testament, we must learn the Word fully and be faithful in our obedience to
all of God's commands. What held true for them also holds true for us, we must learn before we can preach.
Joshua 1:7-8 Only be thou strong and very courageous, that thou mayest observe to do according to all the
law, which Moses my servant commanded thee: turn not from it to the right hand or to the left, that thou
mayest prosper whithersoever thou goest. 8 This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou
shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein:
for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success.

Proverbs 3:19-24 The LORD by wisdom hath founded the earth; by understanding hath he established the
heavens. 20 By his knowledge the depths are broken up, and the clouds drop down the dew. 21 My son, let not
them depart from thine eyes: keep sound wisdom and discretion: 22 So shall they be life unto thy soul, and
grace to thy neck. 23 Then shalt thou walk in thy way safely, and thy foot shall not stumble. 24 When thou
liest down, thou shalt not be afraid: yea, thou shalt lie down, and thy sleep shall be sweet.

Remember...by our lives we are preaching every day and in every place we go. Are we preaching
the truth or falsehood? Let us be diligent and take seriously our role as sons of God.



